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1.  
2.  

1.  

2.  

Program Name: Psychology [MA] [MA-PSYC]

Reporting Cycle: Jun 1, 2021 to May 31, 2022

1 Is this program offered via Distance Learning?

100% Distance and Traditional

2 Is this program offered at an off-site location?

No

2.1 If yes to previous, provide addresses for each location where 50% or more of program 
credits may be earned.

3 Example of Program Improvement

2017-2018:
Based on recommendations outlined in the Association for Behavior Analysis International's 
accreditation site visit report, the department undertook the following modifications:

PSYC 554 was dropped from the Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) concentration; and,
PSYC 605 was added as a 1-credit practicum course for first-semester ABA students.

 
Student data on assessed outcomes have consistently met the 60% of students will meet some 
specified criterion related to each objective. Faculty has voted to increase the percentages of 
students expected to meet criterion on all objectives to 70%.
 
2018-2019:

Based on recommendations from the Association for Behavior Analysis site visit report 2 
courses were added to the ABA curriculum (Psyc 627 and Psyc 699). The two courses will 
allow for a year-long supervised research experience for students that will meet the 
publication quality standards established for re-accreditation.
Based on student feedback a standardized mock BCBA exam as been added to psyc 694 
(Intern I). Students take this exam and use the feedback provided to prepare for both the 
Comprehensive Exit Exam required for graduation and to prepare for the BCBA 
credentialing exam.

 
2019-2020:
Based on student feed back and faculty review, the student experience in the internship sequence 
has been reorganized to expand the breadth of experience to include more assessment and 
treatment planning activities.
 
2020-2021:
The COVID pandemic and the impacts from Hurricane Laura caused a reduction in available 
internship hours in the McNeese Autism Program. To allow internship students increased 
opportunity to meet supervised hour requirements, the faculty decided to allow off-site placement 
for internships as requested by students.
 
2021-2022:

4 Program Highlights from the Reporting Year

2017-2018:
Students in the Master of Arts in Psychology have shown overwhelming success in the last three 
reporting cycles; therefore, we were able to increase a large majority of our benchmarks this 
reporting cycle for the next year.
 
As in previous years, the students in the program continue to meet criterion across all 
benchmarks; therefore, we have voted to increase criterion in terms of the percentage of students 
expected to meet criterion from 80% to 85% for some benchmarks, and the scores required to 
meet those benchmarks from 80 to 85, as well.
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2018-2019:
Students continue to meet criterion across our established benchmarks, however the faculty have 
a continuing interest in the relation between student performance within our curriculum and 
performance on the credentialing exam following graduation. Therefore, we have undertaken 
discussion about how to best use the scores on the mock BCBA exam in our evaluation of overall 
program quality.
 
2019-2020:
The first cohort of students in the ABA concentration have completed their research course 
sequence (psyc 620, psyc 627, and psyc 699) culminating in publication quality research in a 
thesis format.  This represent an important milestone required for re-accreditation.
 
2020-2021:
Psyc 684-Professional Issues for Behavior Analysts was offered for the first time during Spring 
2021. This course allows the concentration in Applied Behavior Analysis to meet the newly 
established standards of the Behavior Analyst Certification Board (BACB).
 
2021-2022:

5 Program Mission

The mission of the Master of Arts in Psychology program is to prepare graduates to work in a 
variety of behavioral science and related fields, and to be able to successfully pursue a doctoral 
degree in psychology if the graduate has that as an educational goal. The MA in Psychology 
focuses on:

Critical thinking: Comprehension, analysis, and evaluation of the empirical literature in 
psychology.
Communication: Effective speaking, listening, and writing skills for psychology.
Cultural awareness: Awareness of the influence of culture in both practice and research 
settings in psychology.
Ethical responsibility: Awareness of the ethical principles that guide the activities of 
psychologists.

6 Institutional Mission Reference

The MA in Psychology supports McNeese's mission to serve residents of southwest Louisiana 
who are seeking continuing professional education and employers in the region, both public and 
private, school districts, health care providers, local governments, and private businesses.

7   PSYC 647Assessment and Benchmark

Assessment: PSYC 647.
 
Benchmark: 60% of students will receive a satisfactory rating on a critical article review drawn 
from internet-based sources in PSYC 647.
 
Prior to 2018-2019, the benchmark was 60% of students will receive a satisfactory rating on a 
critical article review drawn from internet-based sources in PSYC 571 - Physiological Psychology.

Outcome Links

 Critical Thinking [Program]
Graduates will apply critical thinking skills in academic and professional psychology contexts.

7.1 Data

 

Academic Year
Students with 80%

in traditional program
Students with 80%
in online program Benchmark 

met?
# % # %

2017-2018 0 0% 0 0% —

2018-2019 13/13 100% 4/4 100% Yes

2019-2020 5/7 71% 7/10 70% Yes
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2020-2021 — — 11/16 69% Yes

2021-2022 3/3 100% 3/3 100% Yes

Outcome Links

 Critical Thinking [Program]
Graduates will apply critical thinking skills in academic and professional psychology contexts.

7.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2017-2018:
The faculty voted to assess this benchmark in 647 rather than 571. This was decided based 
on the fact that several of our students take the undergraduate course, thus do not take this 
course as grad students. Hopefully this will allow for a better picture of the data related to this 
benchmark in the future.
 
2018-2019:
This is the first year in which these data were collected in Psyc 647. Whereas, all students 
met the benchmark this year, additional data will be necessary to provide a clear assessment 
of the effectiveness of this benchmark.
 
2019-2020:
There is considerable difference year to year in this benchmark.  The faculty believe that 
additional data will be necessary to clearly evaluate the effectiveness of this benchmark.
 
2020-2021:
All students completed PSYC 647 as an online course during Fall 2020 as a result of the 
impact of Hurricane Laura. 
 
2021-2022:
All students completed PSYC 647 as an online course during Fall 2021 as a result of the 
impact of Hurricanes Laura and Delta. The course is scheduled to be taught online in Fall 
2022.

Outcome Links

 Critical Thinking [Program]
Graduates will apply critical thinking skills in academic and professional psychology contexts.

8   PSYC 600 Student PresentationAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: PSYC 600 Student Presentation.
 
Benchmark: 85% of students in the applied behavior analysis concentration will pass the student 
presentation in PSYC 600 - Advanced Topics in Behavior Analysis with a score of 80 or higher.
 
Prior to 2018-2019, the benchmark was 80% of students in the applied behavior analysis 
concentration will pass the student presentation in PSYC 600 - Advanced Topics in Behavior 
Analysis with a satisfactory rating.
 
Prior to 2016-2017, the benchmark was 60% of graduates will pass with a satisfactory rating. 

Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological communications 
in academic and professional psychology contexts.

8.1 Data

 

Academic Year
Students with 85%

in traditional program
Students with 85%
in online program Benchmark 

met?
# % # %
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2017-2018 18/18 100% 0 0% Yes

2018-2019 31/13 100% 4/4 100% Yes

2019-2020 9/9 100% 17/20 85% Yes

2020-2021 7/7 100% 11/11 100% Yes

2021-2022 7/7 100% 6/7 86% Yes

Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological 
communications in academic and professional psychology contexts.

8.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2017-2018:
The benchmark has consistently been met for the last three years; therefore, we will increase 
the percentage of students expected to pass the presentations with a score of 80 or higher 
from 80% of students to 85% of students.
 
2018-2019:
The benchmark was changed to 85% last year. Additional data will be required to clearly 
evaluate the effectiveness of this benchmark.
 
2019-2020:
The faculty believe this is a useful area of focus for PSYC 600 and assessment should 
continue for this benchmark.
 
2020-2021:
The benchmark was met.  With the exception of 3 students, 100% of our students over the 
past fours years have met the benchmark of earning a passing grade on this assessment. We 
believe this class presentation is a critical assessment for our students and do not believe 
increasing the benchmark is possible. Instead, we plan to discuss the evaluation process itself 
to determine whether more stringent criteria need to be utilized for scoring the presentation. 
 
2021-2022:
The benchmark was met for PSYC 600 in both the F2F and online programs. The evaluation 
process for scoring the presentation has been changed and students are now focusing on 
scientific communication skills to simulate academic work at professional conferences. 
Particular emphasis is being placed on APA format 7th edition (the current standard in our 
field since October 2019).

Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological 
communications in academic and professional psychology contexts.

9   PSYC 603 Written ExamsAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: PSYC 603 Written Exams.
 
Benchmark: 70% will score 80% or higher on written exams in PSYC 603 - Principles of 
Learning and Behavior.
 
Prior to 2021-2022, the benchmark was 80% of students will score 80% or higher on written 
exams in PSYC 603 - Principles of Learning and Behavior.
 
Prior to 2016-2017, the benchmark was 60% of graduates will score 80% or higher.
Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

603. W Final Paper Rubric  
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Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological 
communications in academic and professional psychology contexts.

9.1 Data

 

Academic Year
Students with 80%

in traditional program
Students with 80%
in online program Benchmark 

met?
# % # %

2017-2018 18/18 100% 0 0% Yes

2018-2019 9/13 69% 3/4 75% No

2019-2020 14/20 70% 14/18 78% No

2020-2021 16/16 100% 5/8 63% Yes/No

2021-2022 14/14 100% 5/5 100% Yes

Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological 
communications in academic and professional psychology contexts.

9.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2017-2018:
Student data met criterion on benchmark; however, due to the fluctuation over the years 
related to this benchmark the faculty has decided to include writing assignments and exams to 
better assess student learning within the program related to this outcome.
 
2018-2019:
Students did not meet the benchmark. The online section of this course has been taught by an 
adjunct faculty. Beginning in the Fall of 2019 a new tenure-track faculty member has been 
assigned to the online section of psyc 603. The instructor for the traditional section of psyc 
603 plans to provide additional instruction in how to prepare the writing portion of the exams.
 
2019-2020:
Students did not meet the benchmark.  Faculty plan to review the methods used to provide 
instruction in this course to determine if there are more effective ways to deliver the 
challenging conceptual material in the course.
 
2020-2021:
Students in the online section did not meet the benchmark. After three consecutive years of 
students not meeting this benchmark, faculty reviewed the benchmark in May, 2021. The 
benchmark was increased from "60% will score 80% or higher) prior to 2016-2017 to "80% will 
score 80% or higher" the following year. We have agreed to lower the benchmark to halfway 
between the previous and current criterion, so that the new benchmark will be "70% will score 
80% or higher."
 
2021-2022:
Students in the online section met the newly revised benchmark of "70% will score 80% or 
higher" during the 2021-2022 academic year. The faculty decision to lower the benchmark and 
make revisions to the pedagogy of the course appear to have been well received by students 
in our online program. The F2F students data appear consistent.

Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological 
communications in academic and professional psychology contexts.
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10   PSYC 617 Written Research ProjectAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: PSYC 617 Written Research Project.
 
Benchmark: 80% of students will score 80% or higher on the written research project in PSYC 
617 - Behavioral Assessment.
 
Prior to 2016-2017, the benchmark was 60% of graduates will score 80% or higher.
Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

617.Rubric-20-point Rehearsal  

Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological 
communications in academic and professional psychology contexts.

10.1 Data

Applied Behavior Analysis Concentration:

Academic Year
Students with 80%

in traditional program
Students with 80%
in online program Benchmark 

met?
# % # %

2018-2019 13/13 100% 4/4 100% Yes

2019-2020 10/10 100% 8/8 100% Yes

2020-2021 5/5 100% 6/6 100% Yes

2021-2022 6/6 100% 6/7 86% Yes
 
Counseling Psychology and General/Experimental Concentrations:

Academic Year
Students with 80% Benchmark 

met?# %

2018-2019 5/5 100% Yes

2019-2020 12/13 92% Yes

2020-2021 15/15 100% Yes

2021-2022 6/8 75% No

Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological 
communications in academic and professional psychology contexts.

10.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2017-2018:
It would be advantageous to separate this benchmark by which track students are enrolled 
in, as the courses and assignments used to obtain data for this benchmark are vastly 
different across ABA and Counseling. This year's data were not collected by instructors 
teaching the PSYC 617 course in the counseling section so that data only reflect ABA 
students. More efforts will be made to make new faculty aware of the courses and data 
needed for the master plan.
 
From the obtained data the benchmark has been consistently met for at least three years. 
However, due to the missing data and the past data aggregated across the two different 
courses, I would recommend increasing efforts to obtain more representative data before 
making adjustments to the benchmark.
 
2018-2019:



Xitracs Program Report  Page 8 of 22

The benchmark was met. However, this is the first year with a complete data set with data 
aggregated across programs. In addition, only four students completed the course in the 
online format. Additional data will be required for a clear analysis of the benchmark.
 
2019-2020:
The benchmark was met. Additional data will be needed to clearly evaluate the effectiveness 
of the benchmark.
 
2020-2021:
The benchmark was met. The faculty met in May, 2021 to determine whether the benchmark 
needed to be revised. Faculty in the Counseling program pointed out that their current 
curriculum revision requires significant adjustments to several assessments in this course, 
including this assessment. The faculty decided to leave the benchmark as is and to monitor 
data from next year, after the revised assignment has been implemented with the first cohort 
of students in the new curriculum.
 
2021-2022:
The benchmark was met for students in the ABA program, however, this was the first 
academic year of the new curriculum revision for counseling/General-Experimental with the 
revised bio-psychosocial assessment written research project and 75% of students met the 
benchmark. We will leave the benchmark at 80% will score 80% or higher on this written 
research project and continue to monitor data.

Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological 
communications in academic and professional psychology contexts.

11   PSYC 617 Data Analysis ProjectAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: PSYC 617 Data Analysis Project.
 
Benchmark: 80% of students will score 80% or higher on the data analysis project in PSYC 617 - 
Behavioral Assessment.
 
Prior to 2016-2017, the benchmark was 60% of graduates will score 80% or higher.

Outcome Links

 Critical Thinking [Program]
Graduates will apply critical thinking skills in academic and professional psychology contexts.

11.1 Data

Applied Behavior Analysis Concentration:

Academic Year
Students with 80%

in traditional program
Students with 80%
in online program Benchmark 

met?
# % # %

2018-2019 13/13 100% 4/4 100% Yes

2019-2020 10/10 100% 8/8 100% Yes

2020-2021 5/5 100% 6/6 100% Yes

2021-2022 6/6 100% 7/7 100% Yes
 
Counseling Psychology and General/Experimental Concentrations:

Academic Year
Students with 80% Benchmark 

met?# %

2018-2019 5/5 100% Yes

2019-2020 13/13 100% Yes
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2020-2021 15/15 100% Yes

2021-2022 8/8 100% Yes

Outcome Links

 Critical Thinking [Program]
Graduates will apply critical thinking skills in academic and professional psychology contexts.

11.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2017-2018:
As noted in section 10.1, these data are currently aggregated across two eary different areas 
of study (ABA and Counseling). The instructors teaching the counseling sections were not 
aware of the assignments that needed to be included to collect the data for this benchmark. 
Future efforts will be made to increase data collection.
 
Additionally, until more representative data are collected, I would be hesitant to change the 
benchmark.
 
2018-2019:
The benchmark was met. This is the first year in which data were aggregated across 
programs. In addition, only four students completed the course in the online format. 
Additional data should be collected to allow for a clearer analysis of the benchmark.
 
2019-2020:
Additional data will be required to clearly evaluate the effectiveness of this benchmark.
 
2020-2021:  
The benchmark was met. The faculty met in May, 2021 to determine whether the benchmark 
needed to be revised. Faculty in the Counseling program pointed out that their current 
curriculum revision requires significant adjustments to several assessments in this course, 
including this assessment. The faculty decided to leave the benchmark as is and to monitor 
data next year, after the revised assignment has been implemented with the first cohort of 
students in the new curriculum. Additionally, because benchmark is already high ("80% will 
score 80% or higher"), faculty will review scoring validity and determine whether stricter 
criteria should be implemented.
 
2021-2022:
The benchmark was met for students in the ABA program. Data analysis is a key component 
within this field, and this benchmark (80% will score 80% or higher) is already a stringent 
standard. We are hesitant to increase the benchmark. For Counseling/General-Experimental, 
this was the first academic year with the newly revised assignment for data analysis (an 
instrument review with interpretation project). 100% of students met the benchmark. The 
assessment is under revision by the instructor of record with plans to implement the changes 
for the next academic year.

Outcome Links

 Critical Thinking [Program]
Graduates will apply critical thinking skills in academic and professional psychology contexts.

12   PSYC 621 Written Research ProjectAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: PSYC 621 Written Research Project.
 
Benchmark: 80% of students will score 80% or higher on the written research project in PSYC 
621 - Applied Research Methods in Psychology.
 
Prior to 2019-2020, the benchmark was 65% of students will score 80% or higher on the written 
research project in PSYC 621 - Applied Research Methods in Psychology.
 
Prior to 2016-2017, the benchmark was 60% of students will score 80% or higher.
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Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

621.kritiscoring rubric  

621ev.FinalPaperscoringrubric (1)  

Outcome Links

 Critical Thinking [Program]
Graduates will apply critical thinking skills in academic and professional psychology contexts.

12.1 Data

Academic Year
Students with 80%

in traditional program
Students with 80%
in online program Benchmark 

met?
# % # %

2017-2018 – 100% — — Yes

2018-2019 14/18 77% 4/4 100% Yes

2019-2020 7/14 50% 8/8 100% No

2020-2021 10/10 100% 7/7 100% Yes

2021-2022 4/10 40% - - No

Outcome Links

 Critical Thinking [Program]
Graduates will apply critical thinking skills in academic and professional psychology contexts.

12.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2017-2018:
This benchmark has been met for two years. Further monitoring is required before any 
changes are recommended.
 
2018-2019:
This benchmark has been met for three years. It is recommended that it be increased to 80% 
of students will meet the criterion.
 
2019-2020:
Additional data will be required to clearly evaluate this benchmark.
 
2020-2021:
PSYC 621 was not offered in a face-to-face format during 2020/2021. Though the 
benchmark was not met for 2019-2020, students performed much better and met the 
benchmark for 2020-2021. Faculty met to discuss relevant course content for this 
assessment prior to the Spring 2021 section and will continue to monitor this assessment in 
2021-2022 to see whether the benchmark needs to be revised. 
 
2021-2022:
Though PSYC 621 was not offered in a face-to-face format during 2021-2022, the program 
itself was still considered to be the "traditional" program, as "Counseling" is not an online-
only degree plan. The benchmark was not met for this academic year. Students are provided 
with a clear rubric. Faculty will discuss how to provide clarity here.

Outcome Links

 Critical Thinking [Program]
Graduates will apply critical thinking skills in academic and professional psychology contexts.

13 Assessment and Benchmark

Assessment: PSYC 625/PSYC 685 Final Exam.
 
Benchmark: 80% of students will score 80% or higher on the final exam in PSYC 625 - Ethics for 
Behavior Analysts (applied behavior analysis concentration) or PSYC 685 - Professional 
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Orientation and Ethics (counseling psychology and general/experimental psychology 
concentrations).
 
Prior to 2016-2017, the benchmark was 60% of graduates will score 80% or higher.

Outcome Links

 Ethical Principles [Program]
Graduates will use ethical principles to guide decisions in professional psychology contexts.

13.1 Data

Applied Behavior Analysis Concentration (PSYC 625):

Academic Year
Students with 80% in 

traditional program
Students with 80% in online 

program Benchmark 
met?

# % # %

2017-2018 — — — — —

2018-2019 12/13 92% 3/4 75% Yes/No

2019-2020 5/9 56% 8/10 80% No/Yes

2020-2021 9/10 90% 6/9 67% Yes/No

2021-2022 6/6 100% 3/6 50% Yes/No
 
Counseling Psychology and General/Experimental Concentrations (PSYC 685):

Academic Year
Students with 80% Benchmark 

met?# %

2017-2018 — — —

2018-2019 5/5 100% Yes

2019-2020 5/5 100% Yes

2020-2021 7/7 100% Yes

2021-2022 13/17 76% No

Outcome Links

 Ethical Principles [Program]
Graduates will use ethical principles to guide decisions in professional psychology contexts.

13.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2017-2018:
These data were not collected or not able to be collected by instructors who taught this 
course in the past year. Further effort has been made to make new faculty aware of the 
courses that are tagged for assessments and which assignments are used to collect those 
data to help ensure these valuable data are produced in the future.
 
2018-2019:
The benchmark was met for both the traditional ABA concentration (Psyc 625) and for the 
Counseling Concentration (Psyc 685). The benchmark was not met for the online ABA 
Concentration. The online ABA concentration included only four students in the data set. It is 
recommended that data be collected for this benchmark for additional years to allow for a 
clearer analysis of online student performance.
 
2019-2020:
It is not clear why only 56% of students in the traditional program met this 
benchmark.  Additional data will be required to more clearly evaluate the benchmark.
 
2020-2021:
There is variability in the data year to year with this benchmark.  The faculty met in May, 
2021 to discuss the use of a shared rubric for this assessment. Faculty teaching the courses 
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across all concentrations were asked to meet prior to the next course offerings to discuss 
and improve (1) course content/instruction relevant to this assignment, and (2) develop and 
implement a rubric that improves consistency of scoring. These changes should be 
implemented for the 2021-2022 assessment cycle.
 
2021-2022:
Within the ABA Program there is a high degree of variability in the data between the F2F and 
online programs. It should be noted that the field has recently released a new Ethical Code 
of Conduct and that the course has undergone significant revision to include the addition of 
new text, the new Ethics code, and optional scenario based modules with feedback for 
students to help improve student learning during the Summer 2022 course offering. 
Regarding counseling, the benchmark was not met. This was the first academic year in 
which the new assessment rubric was used. Faculty will reevaluate the measures.

Outcome Links

 Ethical Principles [Program]
Graduates will use ethical principles to guide decisions in professional psychology contexts.

14   PSYC 626 Final ExamAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: PSYC 626 Final Exam.
 
Benchmark: 85% of graduates will score 80% or higher. 
 
Prior to 2021-2022, the benchmark was 80% of students will score 80% or higher on the final 
exam in PSYC 626 - Social and Cultural Diversity.
 
Prior to 2016-2017, the benchmark was 60% of graduates will score 80% or higher.

Outcome Links

 Diversity [Program]
Graduates will develop competence in and demonstrate knowledge about diversity issues within their 
professional contexts.

14.1 Data

Academic Year
Students with 80%

in traditional program
Students with 80%
in online program Benchmark 

met?
# % # %

2017-2018 7/7 — — 100% Yes

2018-2019 18/18 100% 4/4 100% Yes

2019-2020 16/16 100% 6/6 100% Yes

2020-2021 16/16 100% 9/10 90% Yes

2021-2022 13/13 100% - - Yes

Outcome Links

 Diversity [Program]
Graduates will develop competence in and demonstrate knowledge about diversity issues within their 
professional contexts.

14.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2017-2018:
Data were only available for seven out of the 21 graduates; however, all met the criterion. 
The average score was 90.4%. More efforts have been taken to collect representative data 
for all graduates.
 
2018-2019:
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The benchmark was met. However, only four students completed the course in the online 
program. It is recommended that additional data be collected to allow for a clearer analysis of 
the data for the online program.
 
2019-2020:
This benchmark was met. The faculty recommend one additional year of data collection for 
this benchmark.
 
2020-2021:
This benchmark was met. After several years of consistently meeting this benchmark, the 
faculty met and decided to increase the benchmark to read "85% of graduates will score 80% 
or higher." 
 
2021-2022:
This was the first academic year since raising the benchmark to "85% of students will score 
80% or higher on the final project" and the benchmark was met. Students consistently meet 
(and exceed) the benchmark in this course.

Outcome Links

 Diversity [Program]
Graduates will develop competence in and demonstrate knowledge about diversity issues within their 
professional contexts.

15   PSYC 626 Written Multicultural AssignmentAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: PSYC 626 Written Multicultural Assignment.
 
Benchmark: 85% of students will score 85% or higher. 
 
Prior to 2021-2022, the benchmark was 80% of students will score 80% or higher on the written 
multicultural assignment in PSYC 626 - Social and Cultural Diversity.
 
Prior to 2016-2017, the benchmark was 60% of graduates will score 80% or higher. 
Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

626.Biography Rubrics  

626.Cultural Genogram Rubric  

Outcome Links

 Diversity [Program]
Graduates will develop competence in and demonstrate knowledge about diversity issues within their 
professional contexts.

15.1 Data

Academic Year
Students with 80%

in traditional program
Students with 80%
in online program Benchmark 

met?
# % # %

2017-2018 — — — 100% Yes

2018-2019 18/18 100% 4/4 100% Yes

2019-2020 16/16 100% 6/6 100% Yes

2020-2021 16/16 100% 10/10 100% Yes
 

Academic Year
Students with 85%

in traditional program
Students with 85%
in online program Benchmark 

met?
# % # %

2021-2022 13/13 100% — — Yes
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Outcome Links

 Diversity [Program]
Graduates will develop competence in and demonstrate knowledge about diversity issues within their 
professional contexts.

15.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2017-2018:
The benchmark was met with 100% of the seven students who data were collected for 
scoring above 80% on this assignment. Data were not able to be obtained for 14 other 
graduates. As with other benchmarks, efforts are being taken to collect more representative 
data in the future.
 
2018-2019:
The benchmark was met. However, only four students completed the course in the online 
format. It is recommended that additional data be collected to allow for a clearer analysis of 
the benchmark for the online program.
 
2019-2020:
The faculty recommend one additional year of data collection for this benchmark.
 
2020-2021:
The benchmark has been met consistently, with 100% of students meeting the requirement 
of "80% or higher." The faculty met in May, 2021 and decided to increase the benchmark to 
"85% of students will score 85% or higher" on this assessment. The faculty also discussed 
finding a different assessment to replace this one. The rationale for this is that this 
assignment is a subjective and reflective one on which students always perform well -- 
typically students never receive less than an A on this assessment. We will consider whether 
this is a useful assessment to track student learning outcomes and continuous improvement 
during the coming year.
 
2021-2022:
Students met the increased benchmark during this academic year. A clearly defined rubric 
was made available for the revised assignment. The instructor of record provides clear 
guidance and oversight for a practice-based group project and structures a cultural 
biography assessment in this course that students seem to be receptive to.

Outcome Links

 Diversity [Program]
Graduates will develop competence in and demonstrate knowledge about diversity issues within their 
professional contexts.

16   PSYC 639 Movie-based Written AssignmentAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: PSYC 639 Movie-based Written Assignment.
 
Benchmark: 80% of students will score 85% or higher on the written movie-based assignment in 
PSYC 639 - Human Growth and Development.
 
Prior to 2018-2019, the benchmark was 80% of students will score 80% or higher.
Prior to 2016-2017, the benchmark was 60% of students will score 80% or higher.
Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

PSYC 639 Movie Assignment Rubric  

Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological 
communications in academic and professional psychology contexts.

16.1 Data
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Academic Year Students with 80%
in traditional program

Students with 80%
in online program

Benchmark 
met?

# % # %

2017-2018 21/21 100% — — Yes
 

Academic Year
Students with 85%

in traditional program
Students with 85%
in online program Benchmark 

met?
# % # %

2018-2019 17/17 100% 4/4 100% Yes

2019-2020 20/24 83% 15/16 94% Yes

2020-2021 13/13 100% 7/8 88% Yes

2021-2022 21/21 100% 4/4 100% Yes

Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological 
communications in academic and professional psychology contexts.

16.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2015-2016:
The benchmark has been met consistently for the last three years, so the benchmark will be 
revised in 2016-2017 to state: "80% of graduates will score 80% or higher on the written 
movie-based assignment in PSYC 639 - Human Growth and Development."
 
2017-2018:
The benchmark has been consistently met for the last three years; therefore, the benchmark 
criterion will increase to 85% for the movie-based assignment in PSYC 639.
 
2018-2019:
Data for one of the students was not available. The benchmark was met. This is the first year 
with the benchmark set at 85%. Additional data will be required to clearly evaluate the 
effectiveness of this benchmark.
 
2019-2020:
The benchmark was barely met for the face-to-face cohort this year, but the online cohort 
remained high (and comparable to outcomes from previous years). Will continue to monitor 
but do not see a need for altering benchmarks at this time.
 
2020-2021:
The benchmark increased to 85% two years ago has now been met for 3 consecutive years, 
suggesting this was an effective alteration to that benchmark. Students continue to perform 
well on the analysis of numerous aspects of developmental psychology content in their 
movie reviews.
 
2021-2022:
The benchmark was met for both the traditional and online formats for all concentrations 
evaluated (CPSY, ABA, and GEXP) at the 85% benchmark. This benchmark is consistently 
met, demonstrating that students are able to effectively analyze the content from relevant 
movies related to course content. 

Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological 
communications in academic and professional psychology contexts.

17   PSYC 639 Written Critical Thinking AssignmentAssessment and Benchmark
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PSYC 639 written critical thinking assignment.
 
Benchmark: 80% of students will score 85% or higher on the written critical thinking assignment 
in PSYC 639 - Human Growth and Development.
 
Prior to 2018-2019, the benchmark was 80% of students will score 80% or higher.
Prior to 2016-2017, the benchmark was 60% of students will score 80% or higher.
Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

PSYC 639 Journal Rubric  

Outcome Links

 Critical Thinking [Program]
Graduates will apply critical thinking skills in academic and professional psychology contexts.

17.1 Data

Academic Year
Students with 80%

in traditional program
Students with 80%
in online program Benchmark 

met?
# % # %

2017-2018 21/21 100% — — Yes
 

Academic Year
Students with 85%

in traditional program
Students with 85%
in online program Benchmark 

met?
# % # %

2018-2019 17/17 100% 4/4 100% Yes

2019-2020 18/22 82% 14/16 88% Yes

2020-2021 13/13 100% 8/8 100% Yes

2021-2022 19/20 95% 3/4 75% Yes/No

Outcome Links

 Critical Thinking [Program]
Graduates will apply critical thinking skills in academic and professional psychology contexts.

17.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2017-2018:
Based on the data, students have obtained scores of 80% or higher consistently; therefore, 
future benchmark data on the critical thinking assignment in 639 will increase to 85%.
 
2018-2019:
Data were not available for one student. The benchmark was met. This is the first year with 
the benchmark set at 85%. Additional data will be required to clearly evaluate the 
effectiveness of this benchmark.
 
2019-2020:
The benchmark was met, though a few students in the face-to-face cohort struggled with the 
assessments this year. Specific issues on those assessments were identified and addressed 
after completion. We will monitor this assessment in future but no changes to the benchmark 
appear to be needed at this time.
 
2020-2021:
The benchmark was met this year by both cohorts (100%). Given that some students 
struggled with this assessment during the previous year, the faculty determined that we will 
monitor this assessment for another year and make no changes to the benchmark at this 
time.
 
2021-2022:
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The benchmark of 85% was met for students in the traditional cohort, but not the online 
cohort (ABA online) though, the sample size of 4 students was relatively small and 1 of the 4 
students did not meet the criteria, but rather, approached it. Given the consistency of the 
traditional cohort, faculty will monitor this assessment for another academic year to 
determine if the assessment for the critical thinking assignment in PSYC 639 warrants any 
revision. No changes will be made to this benchmark at present.

Outcome Links

 Critical Thinking [Program]
Graduates will apply critical thinking skills in academic and professional psychology contexts.

18   PSYC 625/PSYC 685Assessment and Benchmark

Assessment: PSYC 625/685 written assignment interpreting ethical issues during case scenarios.
 
Benchmark: 85% of students will receive a P (pass) on a written assignment. 
 
Prior to 2021-2022, the benchmark was 80% of students will receive a P (pass) on a written 
assignment interpreting ethical issues during case scenarios in PSYC 625 - Ethics for Behavior 
Analysts (applied behavior analysis concentration) or PSYC 685 - Professional Orientation and 
Ethics (counseling psychology and general/experimental psychology concentrations).
 
Prior to 2018-2019, the benchmark was 80% of students in the Applied Behavior Analysis 
concentration will receive a P (pass) on the Ethical Principles portion of written projects 1 and 2 in 
PSYC 647 - Introduction to Applied Behavior Analysis.
Prior to 2016-2017, the benchmark was 60% of graduates will receive a P.

Outcome Links

 Ethical Principles [Program]
Graduates will use ethical principles to guide decisions in professional psychology contexts.

18.1 Data

Academic Year
Students with a P in 
traditional program

Students with a P in online 
program Benchmark 

met?
# % # %

2017-2018 4/4 — 100% — Yes
 
Applied Behavior Analysis Concentration (PSYC 625):

Academic Year
Students with a P in 
traditional program

Students with a P in online 
program Benchmark 

met?
# % # %

2018-2019 12/13 92% 4/4 100% Yes

2019-2020 9/9 100% 11/11 100% Yes

2020-2021 10/10 100% 8/9 89% Yes

2021-2022 6/6 100% 6/6 100% Yes
 
Counseling Psychology and General/Experimental Concentrations (PSYC 685):

Academic Year
Students with a P Benchmark 

met?# %

2018-2019 5/5 100% Yes

2019-2020 5/5 100% Yes

2020-2021 7/7 100% Yes

2021-2022 12/17 70% No
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Outcome Links

 Ethical Principles [Program]
Graduates will use ethical principles to guide decisions in professional psychology contexts.

18.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2017-2018:
These data are now being collected from the course on ethics 625/685 with a written 
assignment on interpreting ethical issues during cases scenarios.
 
Additionally, these data previously have been aggregated across the counseling and ABA 
tracks which has very different ethical responsibilities and assignments. The data provided 
are only reflective of a few students in the ABA track. The other data were either not 
assessed or collected by instructors who have since resigned from McNeese. Due to the 
data not being highly representative of the graduate program, I recommend we increase 
efforts to ensure better data collection in the future.
 
2018-2019:
The benchmark was met. This is the first year that data were aggregated separately for the 
ABA and Counseling programs. This represents a much more complete data set than in 
previous years. However, additional data from subsequent years will be necessary to allow 
for a clear analysis of the effectiveness of this benchmark.
 
2019-2020:
Additional data are required to clearly evaluate the benchmark.
 
2020-2021:
The benchmark has been met for 3 years, and only two students have failed to meet the 
benchmark since 2015. The faculty met in May 2021 and decided to adjust the benchmark to 
read "85% of students will receive a P (pass) on a written assignment" for this assessment. 
Additionally, as this assessment occurs in multiple concentrations there has been no shared 
rubric or scoring guide, and the scoring criteria have never been evaluated. Faculty agreed 
to meet and discuss course content/instruction leading up to this assessment in both PSYC 
625 (ABA) and PSYC 685 (CPSY/GEXP) and to develop a rubric and discuss stringent 
scoring criteria to more accurately assess student performance for this outcome. These 
changes should be implemented for the 2021-2022 assessment cycle.
 
2021-2022:
The benchmark was revised in May 2021 and increased to "85% of students will receive a P 
(pass) on a written assignment" for this assessment. The benchmark was met in the ABA 
concentration. Two options remain: giving an additional academic year to assess these data
/criteria or lowering the benchmark down to 80%.

Outcome Links

 Ethical Principles [Program]
Graduates will use ethical principles to guide decisions in professional psychology contexts.

19   PSYC 665 Counseling Video AssignmentAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: PSYC 665 Counseling Video Assignment.
 
Benchmark: 100% of students in the Counseling Psychology concentration will pass the 
Counseling Video Assignment in PSYC 665 - Counseling Skills with a satisfactory rating (score of 
80% or higher).
 
Prior to 2016-2017, the benchmark was 60% of graduates will pass with a satisfactory rating.

Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological communications 
in academic and professional psychology contexts.
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19.1 Data

Academic Year
Students with a

satisfactory rating Benchmark 
met?

# %

2017-2018 5/5 100% Yes

2018-2019 5/5 100% Yes

2019-2020 5/5 100% Yes

2020-2021 13/13 100% Yes

2021-2022 — — Pending

Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological 
communications in academic and professional psychology contexts.

19.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2017-2018:
The benchmark has been consistently met for the past three years. Faculty have voted to 
specify that passing the video would require a score of 80% or better, which has been 
consistently met in the past.
 
2018-2019:
The benchmark was met. This the first year in which the video required a score of at least 
80% to pass. Additional data will be required to determine the effectiveness of this 
benchmark.
 
2019-2020:
The benchmark was met. Additional data are required to clearly evaluate the benchmark.
 
2020-2021:
The benchmark was met. 100% of students in our Counseling program have met the 
benchmark for this assessment for the past 6 years we have collected these data. The 
faculty met and determined that (1) a scoring rubric will be developed or revised for the 
students' counseling video assignment, and (2) a 2nd faculty rater will view all 
students' videos and complete the rubric evaluation, effective with the 2021-2022 
assessment cycle. This should increase the validity of this assignment to ensure students 
are accurately assessed and determine whether different criteria need to be set in the future.
 
2021-2022:
The faculty member responsible for this course was hospitalized due to a  and brain ischemia
limited oxygen flow during ACE Week (May 2022) right after final grades for Spring 2022 
were submitted. The data were not able to be obtained from this faculty member prior to the 
due date for the assessment report. Happy to send an update to the IRE office as soon as 
possible, or update the data during the next academic year. Please advise on IRE office's 
preference.

Outcome Links

 Communications [Program]
Graduates will formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological 
communications in academic and professional psychology contexts.

20   PSYC 685 Analysis of Ethical Dilemmas AssignmentAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: PSYC 685 Analysis of Ethical Dilemmas Assignment.
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Benchmark: 80% of students in the Counseling Psychology concentration will score 80% or higher 
on the Analysis of Ethical Dilemmas Assignment in PSYC 685 - Professional Orientation and 
Ethics.
 
Prior to 2016-2017, the benchmark was 60% of students will score 80% or higher.

Outcome Links

 Ethical Principles [Program]
Graduates will use ethical principles to guide decisions in professional psychology contexts.

20.1 Data

Academic Year
Students with 80% Benchmark 

met?# %

2017-2018 4/4 100% Yes

2018-2019 5/5 100% Yes

2019-2020 4/5 80% Yes

2020-2021 19/20 95% Yes

2021-2022 12/17 70% No

Outcome Links

 Ethical Principles [Program]
Graduates will use ethical principles to guide decisions in professional psychology contexts.

20.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2017-2018:
This benchmark has been consistently met for the past three years with the average score 
being 91.5%. However, these data are only based on four students out of the 21 graduates 
who took either one of the courses. Again, more effort has been taken to obtain more 
representative data in the future to better base decisions on.
 
2018-2019:
The benchmark was met. The data collected represent a more complete data set than in 
previous years. Additional data will be required to determine if this trend will continue.
 
2019-2020:
The benchmark was met. Additional data are required to clearly evaluate the benchmark.
 
2020-2021:
The benchmark was met. The faculty will meet to determine if the benchmark needs to be 
revised.
 
2021-2022:
The benchmark was not met for this academic year. We will leave the benchmark as it 
stands and make a determination during the next cycle.

Outcome Links

 Ethical Principles [Program]
Graduates will use ethical principles to guide decisions in professional psychology contexts.

21 Assessment and Benchmark

Assessment: BACB Certification Exam.
 
Benchmark: 100% of students will pass the BACB certification exam on the first attempt.

21.1 Data

Students that met
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Academic 
Year

the benchmark

# %

2018-2019 13/14 93%

2019-2020 14/18 78%

2020-2021 12/16 75%

2021-2022 10/11 91%

21.1.1   [Approved]Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2018-2019:
The standard was not met. However, an additional four students have yet to complete the 
BCBA exam. All four graduates from the online program passed the BCBA exam on the first 
attempt. As this represents the first year in which these data have been collected it is 
recommended that additional data be collected to allow for a clearer analysis of the 
benchmark.
 
2019-2020:
The benchmark was not met. Additional data are required to clearly evaluate the benchmark.
 
2020-2021:
The benchmark was not met. The faculty believe that assessment of this outcome is still 
useful. However, a different methodology for determining the pass-rate should be used. 
Currently pass-rate is determined by review of the BACB published list of credentials 
granted. This assumes that all graduates attempted the exam when in fact some choose to 
wait to attempt later exams. The inclusion of all graduates for the year in the denominator 
leads to bias toward a lower pass rate. 
 
2021-2022:
The benchmark of a 100% first time pass rate was not met. Additional barriers include the 
Behavior Analyst Certification Board's (BACB) recent revision to testing allowances that 
provides flexibility in testing dates. Graduates may now sit for their Board examinations any 
time of year rather than during specific testing windows. Results are released immediately. 
Retakes are available with short delays, thus diminishing the consequences of a failing score 
on the Board examination. Faculty have found that many students are taking some time off 
between graduation and their testing date to work, accrue additional experience, and/or 
study for their Boards. These factors do play a role in the data. Some of our graduates delay 
their testing window by months, or even a year. Of the 10/11, one did not pass on the first 
attempt. Two students did not test yet, thus their data were not included in the count. During 
our ACE week Faculty Meeting, we recognized that previous years included students who 
had not yet tested--this negatively skewed the data from previous years. We are, however, 
scoring above the national average for pass rate. After further discussion, we would like to 
propose the addition of data for "second-time pass rate" for sitting for the BACB Board 
examination.
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Psyc 617  
J.N. Haddock 
Rubric: 20-point Rehearsal  
 
 


  Full credit Partial Credit No Credit  Total Pts 


 
Points 


possible 


Surpasses or meets 


expectations 
Below expectations Failing  


 


Readiness 


(audio, video, all 


materials) 


2 


Demonstrates preparedness  


throughout (no tech problems, 


all materials readily accessible, 


etc.) 


Minor unpreparedness with 


technology or materials that 


does not impair learning or 


teaching 


Demonstrates a lack of 


preparedness that interferes with 


learning or teaching   


 


Maintenance of 


distraction-free 


environment  


3 
No distractions, from 


beginning to end of meeting  


Minor distractions at some 


point in the meeting 


Minor distractions throughout 


meeting, or one major but 


preventable distraction 


 


Preparedness  4  


Demonstrates familiarity with 


all of the procedures, with 


little to no instruction, other 


than clarifications of specific 


questions, needs little 


clarification and feedback (or 


feedback given is “advanced”) 


Demonstrates some familiarity 


with a subset of the procedures, 


some or all questions 


demonstrate a lack of reading 


or preparation, needs moderate 


clarification and instructions 


Demonstrates little to no 


familiarity with the procedures, 


questions reflect lack of reading 


and preparation, needs 


extensive clarification and 


feedback  


 


Active 


participation  
10 


Participates in a manner that 


facilitates everyone’s learning 


and demonstrates acquisition 


of the skills being taught 


Some aspect of participation 


hindered learning and/or does 


not demonstrate acquisition of 


the skills being taught, relies on 


group member to perform the 


majority of the work, requires 


prompting that should not be 


required if prepared     


Phone out, poor attitude, fail 


screen-share check, longer than 


2 s latency to respond to 


questions, appears to be doing 


something else whether looking 


at screen or not 


 


Professionalism  1 
Pleasant, professional, 


noncombative, respectful of all  


Pleasant, professional, 


somewhat resistant to 


corrective feedback, but mostly 


respectful of all 


Unpleasant, unprofessional, 


combative, and/or disrespectful 


at any point in the meeting 


 


Total possible  20     






		[bookmark: _GoBack]Grading Category



		Exceptional

20

		Good

18

		Needs Improvement

15

		Inadequate

10

		Missing

0



		Summary of article’s introduction section

		Presents a thorough summary of the article that is succinct and correct in both major points and supporting details.

		Demonstrates complete understanding of the article and has highlighted most major points.

		Shows an understanding of the information in the article, but has not included some major points and/or supporting details.

		Understanding of the article major points is incomplete or many misconceptions are demonstrated.

		Article summary is not present.



		Summary and critique of the Research question and Purpose of the research

		Addresses all elements and offers a complete and clear critique of weak or missing elements.

		Constructs a valid judgment about the article and explains the basis of the judgment. Some elements are omitted when they should be addressed.

		Constructs a judgment about the article; however, important elements are omitted or not supported.

		Judgments are not constructed or are not supported by the facts contained within the article.

		Critique of the literature review and theoretical framework is not present.



		Summary and Critique of the study design and methods

		Addresses all elements and offers a complete and clear critique of weak or missing elements.

		Constructs a valid judgment about the article and explains the basis of the judgment. Some elements are omitted when they should be addressed.

		Constructs a judgment about the article; however, important elements are omitted or not supported.

		Judgments are not constructed or are not supported by the facts contained within the article.

		Critique of the study design and methods is not present.



		Summary and Critique of the results and discussion

		Addresses all elements and offers a complete and clear critique of weak or missing elements.

		Constructs a valid judgment about the article and explains the basis of the judgment. Some elements are omitted when they should be addressed.

		Constructs a judgment about the article; however, important elements are omitted or not supported.

		Judgments are not constructed or are not supported by the facts contained within the article.

		Critique of the results and discussion is not present.



		 Conclusion

		Strengths and limitations are clearly and thoroughly summarized with appropriate supporting details.
Clinical relevance of the article is clearly addressed and convincing rationale presented.

		Strengths and limitations are discussed, but not appropriately supported with supporting details.
Clinical relevance is addressed, but a convincing rationale for clinical practice implications is omitted.

		Strengths and limitations are not clearly or thoroughly discussed. Supporting details are not provided. Weak or inconclusive conclusions regarding the clinical relevance of the article.

		Strengths and limitations of the article and study are not discussed, or are too limited to provide a conclusion regarding the evidence.
No or very limited reflection on the clinical relevance of the article.

		Conclusion paragraph is not present.



		 Evidence of critical thinking

		

		A few accurate judgments about the article are made, based on research principles; some omissions or inconsistencies. Critique relates to course content, but is incomplete or inconsistent.

		Judgments about the article and relation to course content are not clear, lack specificity, or are only partially correct.

		Incorrect judgments are made that are not based on course content or misrepresent the article content.

		Judgments regarding the article or study design are not present.








Psychology 621

Final Paper

Scoring Standards

______________________________________________________________________________



		Points

		Standard



		92-100

Exceeds

		

· [bookmark: _GoBack]For the final paper you will use the PICO search strategy to identify at least 3 empirical treatment-outcome studies on a behavioral health topic.  After identifying the studies you will use the Gold Standard Scale (GSS) to evaluate the quality of the evidence.  The paper must be less than two pages in length, double-spaced, and written in APA- style.  The paper must include the following:

· 1. A description of the literature search procedure employed (PICO steps).

· 

· 2. A summary of the treatment-outcomes observed in the identified studies.

· 

· 3. An evaluation of the empirical evidence based on the GSS.  

· The writing shows evidence of student having read a number of published research studies on this topic and thought carefully about the implications for a science of behavior. 

· The writing describes an experiment that is logically related to line of research with enough procedural detail that it could be carried out.

· The writing clearly evaluates the expected results from the proposed experiment and discusses the implication for a science of behavior.

· The report is completed on or before the due date.  



		80-91

Meets

		· The writing is clear, organized, and focused.  There is some evidence of scholarship and that student has given some thought to the research.

· The report is completed on or before the due date.  



		<80

Below

		· The paper is late, or has errors in content, or is incomplete, or does not reflect evidence that the student has read and thought carefully about the assignment, or is so general in tone that the student could have written it without a careful reading of scholarly publications.








[bookmark: _GoBack]Cultural Identity Biography - Description (150)

The purpose of this assignment is to explore and integrate information related to your cultural heritage with issues related to becoming a sensitive multicultural counselor. The assignment is divided into three parts: 

(a) cultural heritage (50), 

(b) personal cultural experience (50), and 

(c) development as a multicultural counselor (50). 



Cultural heritage

Address information you are able to obtain about your ancestors passed on by word of mouth or family documents. You will need to discuss the history of your cultural heritage and any privilege or oppressions your ancestors may have experienced because of that culture. Respond to each of the following questions as appropriate and include additional information as needed. 

What nationalities are you able to identify and what type of work did they engage? 

Were they native to this country or immigrants from another country? Under what circumstances did immigration occur? 

How did acculturation occur? 

Did the family move to different locations or remain in the same community across generations? What specific values can you identify (e.g., religion, education, work, family)? 

What views were held about diversity and in what ways were they impacted by diversity issues? 

How did the social and cultural nature of society influenced your ancestors? 

Refer to family documents and academic literature, if needed.



Personal cultural experience 

In this section address family and community values which have been part of your personal experience. Respond to each of the following questions as appropriate and include additional information as needed. 

In what way has the information discussed in the first section carried forward to influence your currently family’s experience? 

What specific values are held by your current family and/or family of origin and community (e.g., religion, education, work, family)? 

How are your family values similar to and different from the community? 

What views are held about diversity? 

How is your family impacted by diversity issues? 

How has “privilege” eased or made life more difficult for your family? 



Becoming a sensitive multicultural counselor

Examine your personal cultural experience within the context of becoming a sensitive multicultural counselor. Respond to the following questions and include additional information as needed. 

What are your own personal world views, values, and beliefs? 

How might these influence your ability to be a sensitive multicultural counselor? 

How would you describe your cultural identity development at the current time using a model described in the text? 



Considering the nature of your cultural experience: describe five strengths you will bring to multicultural counseling and five weaknesses you currently have which could prevent you from being a sensitive multicultural counselor. Describe three attitudinal and three knowledge goals for yourself that, if met, would help you develop as a competent multicultural counselor. Describe a cultural group that you feel least comfortable working with and explain what would make it difficult to provide services. Do not be politically correct; be honest. This paper is confidential and your ideas will not determine your grade. 



Note: I recognize some of you may find information requested in this paper to be sensitive in nature. For this reason, the paper will be kept confidential and read only by the course instructor. It is assumed that information not desired to be shared will not be included. In the event you have further privacy concerns, please feel free to discuss them with me.



Cultural Identity Biography - Rubrics 

(a) cultural heritage, 

(b) personal cultural experience, and 

(c) development as a multicultural counselor. 



		Assessment Criteria

		Beginning

(135)

		Developing

(140)

		Proficient

(145)

		Exemplary

(150)



		Description of cultural heritage.

		Does not provide enough depth to understand the significance of or relationship between events

		Level of detail allows the reader to follow the author’s line of thought with some guidance.

		Provides an instructive & insightful story. Provides a history and context to understand events.

		Author’s voice is powerful. Goes beyond what is obvious, lays Author’s voice is powerful. Goes beyond what is obvious, lays



		Personal Cultural Experience 

		A story with limited interpretation of life events. Does not move beyond what happened to what events mean.

		Shows movement towards understanding how life events provide meaning

		A nuanced & insightful interpretation of the significance of events

		A powerful analysis of the significance of life events. Allows generalization to others’ lives and learning.



		Development as a Multicultural Counselor 

		Linkages between life events, and motivations, identity, belief, & practice are unclear.

		Linkages between life events, beliefs, and practice are present but inconsistent or incomplete

		Clear links between life events, meanings assigned and how these lead to motivations, identity, and as a practitioner. 

		Life events linked to identity, motivations & world view in insightful, creative, practical ways








[bookmark: _GoBack]Cultural Genogram Assignment (100 points)



Focusing on three generations of your family of origin (yours, your parents, and your grandparents), develop a genogram that focuses on your cultural identity. If you do not have information about your family of origin, you may use individuals you consider to be your support system/extended family. Begin by listing two or three dimensions of your cultural identity (e.g., Latino, male, university-educated). Write down a list of all members of your family at each of the three generational levels, including those that have passed away.  Develop a hierarchical chart that includes notations for how key individuals shaped your cultural identity along the three pre-identified dimensions. Be sure to include notations regarding strengths and challenges associated with your current approach to your cultural identity. You will need to create a legend that explains the symbols and lines in your genogram.  Read the Shallenberger, et al. article for information on how to create a genogram and examples.  In the 3-4-page summary of your genogram, answer the following questions:



a. What stories were told in your family that reflect your family’s values or core beliefs related to power, oppression, privilege, multicultural issues, or reference group identities?  



b. In constructing this cultural genogram, what reactions (emotional and cognitive) have you had, and what new learning have you gained? How has this affected your personal and professional identity?  



c. How does this new self-awareness affect how you see clients or think about families? 4. How do social and cultural factors relate to assessment and evaluation of students and       their families?






		Criteria

		Ratings

		

		



		

		Exceeds Expectations

(90-100%)

		Meets Expectations

(80-90%)

		Needs Improvement

(0-79%)



		Content

		Provides thorough responses; appropriately and consistently applies psychology/course terminology; displays full understanding of relevant course content   

		Applies psychology/course terminology for most questions; displays understanding of course content for most but not all questions

		Does not apply psychology/course terminology consistently; displays inconsistent understanding of course content 



		Format

		Answers all questions; All responses formatted appropriately and according to specifications; consistently uses appropriate response type/sentence structure; assignment submitted in a timely manner

		Answers most or all questions; most responses formatted appropriately and according to specifications; often uses appropriate response type/sentence structure; assignment submitted in a timely manner

		Answers most or all questions; some responses not formatted appropriately; sometimes or rarely uses appropriate response type/sentence structure; assignment submitted late without valid reason



		Sources of Information

		All responses are based on information provided by course textbook or other materials; any external sources are appropriately cited; opinions/non-cited information are clearly stated as such

		Most responses are based on information found in course textbook or other materials; external sources may not be appropriately cited at times; some opinions/non-cited information not clearly designated as such

		Multiple responses are based on external sources rather than textbook or other course materials; external sources rarely or never cited; overuse of opinions or non-cited information, or opinions not designated as such



		Mechanics 

		Correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure used throughout the assignment; no typos; easy to read and understand

		A few mistakes in spelling, grammar, punctuation, or sentence structure; fewer than three typos; mostly easy to read and understand

		Significant issues with spelling, grammar, punctuation, or sentence structure; multiple typos; sometimes or often difficult to read or understand
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		Criteria

		Ratings

		

		



		

		Exceeds Expectations

(90-100%)

		Meets Expectations

(80-90%)

		Needs Improvement

(0-79%)



		Discipline

Content

		Appropriate choice of relevant topics; consistently and accurately applies psychology/course terminology; displays full understanding of relevant course content   

		Appropriate choice of relevant topics; Applies psychology/course terminology accurately for most questions; displays understanding of course content for most but not all questions

		Inappropriate or irrelevant choice of topics; does not apply psychology/course terminology consistently or accurately; displays inconsistent understanding of course content 



		Completion and 

Format

		Completes all required journal entries; addresses all sections of each prompt; journal entries appropriately formatted according to specifications; assignment submitted in a timely manner

		Completes all required journal entries; addresses most sections of each prompt; most journal entries appropriately formatted according to specifications; assignment submitted in a timely manner

		Completes some or most journal entries; some sections of prompts not fully addressed; some entries not appropriately formatted according to specifications; assignment submitted late without valid reason



		Reflections

		All reflections relate to assigned topic; all reflections are of appropriate length and depth; reflection topics are appropriate to the course and audience 

		Most reflections relate to assigned topic; most reflections are of appropriate length and depth; reflection topics are mostly appropriate to the course and audience

		Some reflections are not related to assigned topic; some reflections are too long or too brief; reflections are not appropriate for course or audience



		Writing Mechanics 

		Correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure used throughout the journal; few or no typos; well-organized; easy to read and understand

		Several mistakes in spelling, grammar, punctuation, or sentence structure; a few typos, or typos in each entry; most sections easy to read and understand

		Significant issues with spelling, grammar, punctuation, or sentence structure; multiple typos throughout journal; sometimes or often difficult to read or understand
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Final Exam Paper 
(APA Format; 100 points possible) 


           
           As your final exam in this course, you will be required to write an APA format research paper on a topic of 
your choosing, related to the content covered in this course. You must obtain my approval on your topic before you 
begin writing your final paper. There will be a section on Moodle to obtain approval for your topic.  
 
          The minimum page requirement is 10 pages, not including title page or references. The paper should be in 
APA format, double spaced, and in 12 point Times New Roman font. You are required to cite a minimum of 5 peer-
reviewed, empirical journal articles as references. Of course, having more than 5 references is not only acceptable, 
but encouraged! Avoid using review papers, websites, and textbooks as references. McNeese offers free access to 
thousands of journals through the database server on the library website:  http://library.mcneese.edu/. There is 
also a Write to Excellence Center on campus offering free writing advice/proofreading to students. You may contact 
them at: https://www.mcneese.edu/writingcenter. 
 
          You should summarize and integrate the content from the references you select into your paper, as well as 
discuss a potential follow-up research question that relates well to your selected topic. Think critically about what 
future directions may be taken, and what limitations exist within those avenues. You will not be required to design 
an entire experiment, but at a minimum, you should write two paragraphs proposing a general hypothesis for future 
directions and describe for me what methodology from your research helped you arrive at your hypothesis.  
 
          You may submit your final any time after the Module opens, up until December 4, 2019  
at 5:00 pm, CST, upon which time the Module will close and no late papers will be accepted.  


Criterion for Points: 
Points 


Earned: 
Points 


Possible: Breakdown of Points: 


Minimum requirements 
(Research should include @ least 5 
peer-reviewed journals. Other 
additional sources are encouraged—
NOT Wikipedia.) 


 5 


5: Has 5 or more peer-reviewed, empirical research 
articles as references and provides relevant 
information throughout the paper exhibiting a 
strong foundational knowledge of the topic.  


Coherent presentation of 
research (Articles are well integrated 
and discussed appropriately and 
accurately. Paper is clearly organized.) 


 30 


30: Paper had a logical flow and transitions from 
paragraph to paragraph were coherent. Relevant 
research articles were grouped together, and the 
discussion section connected back to the 
introduction. 


Knowledge of material 
discussed (Relevance of selected 
articles to selected topic should be 
clearly exhibited by student.) 


 30 


30: Students should demonstrate a clear 
understanding of the selected articles and they 
should be directly relevant, rather than superficially 
relevant to the selected topic.   


Addressed a solid (reasonable) 
general hypothesis for future 
directions as well as 
addressing limitations and the 
methodology involved.  


 25 


25: Presented a logically sound argument for the 
general hypothesis, addressed potential future 
directions for research regarding the selected topic, 
as well as addressed limitations and methodology 
involved.   


Length of paper &   
Correctly formatted in APA 
format.  


 10 
10: Correctly used APA format. Formatting was 
excellent. Paper length was 10 pages minimum not 
including title page or references.  


Score:  100 
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