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Program Name: Sociology [SOCL]

Reporting Cycle: Jun 1, 2020 to May 31, 2021

1 Is this program offered via Distance Learning?

100% Traditional or less than 50% Distance/Traditional

2 Is this program offered at an off-site location?

No

2.1 If yes to previous, provide addresses for each location where 50% or more of program 
credits may be earned.

There are no additional addresses.

3 Example of Program Improvement

2016-2017:
The B.A. in Sociology offers concentrations in general sociology or family and child studies. An 
increasing pool of highly qualified visiting lectures have been developed to assist regular faculty in 
offering a broad range of required and elective major courses.
 
2017-2018:
In an effort to improve the Sociology B.A. degree program within the Department of Social 
Sciences, a number of departmental Sociology professors met with IRE to improve the 
assessment items within this academic plan. By moving in this direction, the quality of our 
assessments and student learning outcomes have been enhanced.
 
2018-2019:
There have been efforts to enhance the collected data for this report. SOCL211 faculty developed 
a pre/post test. It was tested as a post test in the spring of 2019. It is to be implemented as a pre
/post test in the fall of 2019. Additionally, SOCL211 faculty are developing a comprehensive 
departmental final for SOCL211. It is anticipated that in 2019-2020 a pre/post test will be 
developed for SOCL411. This may be more revealing than the current assessment that indicated 
a drop in scores that may have multiple explanations. SOCL320 scores increased from only 
69.53% earning 32 or more points out of a possible 40 points to 81.91% in the spring of 2019.
 
2019-2020:
There was obvious improvement from the pretest (average 56.6) to the post-test (average 79.2) 
for fall 2019. This is an improvement of 39.9%. There was even more improvement (44%) in the 
spring of 2020. This is a remarkable improvement over prior years. The post test prior to this year 
was usually around 69% with a pretest in the mid 50s. The class had been redesigned with more 
emphases on theory.
 
2020-2021:
Overwhelmingly, the students' performances dropped during the fall of 2020.  Virtually always 
there was consistence improvement during the spring 2021 assessments over the fall 2020.  The 
drop can likely be related to both the students and faculty experiencing two major hurricanes 
during the fall of 2020. It is extremely impressive that the performance improved significantly in 
one semester.  This highlights the resilience of the McNeese family.

4 Program Highlights from the Reporting Year

2016-2017:
Students continue to meet benchmarks. New program coordinator appointed for Family and Child 
Studies.
 
2017-2018:
Program Coordinator for Family and Child Studies resigned around midterm of the spring 2018 
semester. Temporarily, a faculty member became Family and Child Studies Coordinator. All of the 
resigning teacher's classes were covered by adjuncts and a faculty member. His vacant position 
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replacement started in the fall of 2018. The Sociology Program has continued to have a large 
number of students. The students are served by dedicated adjunct and full time faculty.
 
2018-2019:
A new coordinator was appointed for the Family and Child Studies Program beginning the fall of 
2018. Both Sociology programs have continued to be programs with a large number of majors. 
During the spring of 2019, the Family and Child Studies program's name was updated to the 
Family Science program.
 
2019-2020:
The General Sociology Program continues to have a large number of majors in both the traditional 
and online versions. The recent reduction in overloads/adjuncts and the retirement of one 
sociology faculty member has resulted in courses being offered less often. Most courses have 
been offered on a rotational bases that met the students needs. The exception was Socl320. 
Ultimately, two sections of SOCL320 were taught in the summer of 2020.  This has corrected the 
issue.  The three sociology faculty are dedicated to serving the students and department.   
 
In the 2019-2020 Catalog, the Family and Child Studies Concentration was renamed into Family 
Science Concentration inline with the guidelines of the professional organization, the National 
Council on Family Relations (NCFR). No changes on the content of the concentration. The 
application for NCFR's approval of the Family Science Program (FMSC) was prepared. 
Enrollment has become steady over 100 students each semester. For example, from 88 students 
in Fall 2018, the number of students grew up to 115 in Spring 2020. The schedule of FMSC 
classes has been adjusted to offer FMSC courses on a rotation basis: every course to be taught 
every other semester. A critical sequence of FMSC 423 methodological courses preceding the 
Capstone course of FMSC 481 Internship are offered in the similar manner: FMSC 423 is in the 
Fall, FMSC 481 is in the Spring. The Internship achieved a milestone of having 50+ local 
organizations used to place interns in accordance to their professional interests (i.e. working with 
children, adolescents, adoption/foster care, older adults, with those in later life, etc). Students 
report feeling more connected to each other and to the FMSC because of the advanced use of 
technology in the classroom by FMSC faculty.
 
2020-2021:
The Sociology Program has General Sociology (online and face-to-face) and an online Family 
Science Concentration. Starting March 2020 all classes in Sociology have only been online.  This 
is due to Covid and hurricanes. Eventually, face-to-face classes will resume.   
The General Sociology Program continues to have a large number of majors in both the traditional 
and online versions. The sociology classes have continued to be taught less often.  This started 
with the reduction in overloads/adjuncts and the recent retirement of one sociology faculty 
member. Most courses have been offered on a rotational bases that met the students' needs. The 
exception has continued to be SOCL320. Ultimately, two sections of SOCL320 were taught in the 
summer of 2020.  This temporarily corrected the issue.  This academic year only one section was 
taught.  It was online with sychronous meetings.  This can be difficult for totally online students. 
The three sociology faculty are dedicated to serving the students and department.
 
The discipline of Family Science is focused on strengthening families through education, research, 
service, and advocacy. The family science undergraduate students are preparing for careers as 
helping professionals in many areas including family life education, case management, human 
service administration, social work, teaching, counseling, healthcare, and community advocacy. 
Graduates of the McNeese Family Science Program become Family Life Educators and are 
eligible for professional certification via the premier professional organization, the National Council 
on Family Relations (NCFR).  
 
Professional Organization (NCFR) Standing
The National Council on Family Relations has completed the review of submitted documentation 
and about to grant (in May 2021) the approval of the program for the next 5 years.
 
Enrollment
2020-2021 enrollment totaled to 170 students who register FMSC courses:   



Xitracs Program Report  Page 4 of 19

126 majors;  
44 minors;  
Many Psychology students without declaring FMSC as a minor still take FMSC courses that 
prevent a reliable calculation of the exact number of minors;   
Additionally, Bachelor of General Studies, Concentration in Behavioral Sciences program 
students also take FMSC courses that ads an additional unmeasurable demand on the 
seats in FMSC courses.

 
Schedule/Courses  
The FMSC class schedule was NOT a “fixed” one but floating, which meant classes were offered 
based on student’s surveys and previously offered history. The limitation was due to one full-time 
and one part-time faculty.  ’   recommended for a change in the Catalog are:Courses sequences
 

A “ ” prerequisites for FMSC 423 Family Life Education Methods & Practice (i.e., hard
enrollment to FMSC 423  ):must require

all 200-300 level FMSC courses (simultaneous completion not allowed);
permission of the department head.

A “ ” prerequisite for FMSC 481 Internship in Family Science ishard
FMSC 423 course and
permission of the department head.

 
Internship
FMSC internship program is designed to provide students with opportunities to explore the 
professional workplace in their professional area of interest while applying key concepts learned 
throughout their academic journey. The COVID-19 pandemic moved Internship online but not for 
all students.  
A milestone of 21 students enrolled in the 2021-S FMSC 481 Internship course was reached. 
Interns were placed with local, state, regional, and   organizations in   states national(!) four
including California, Louisiana, Missouri, and Texas;   on record partner with 65 organizations
McNeese via Family Science Program. The 2021 partner organizations include (  are some bolded
national and regional organizations):
 
•   – Louisiana RegionAmerican Red Cross
• A.V.E.C. (Acadiana Visitation and Exchange Center) Les Enfants
•   National HeadquartersCamp Fire
• Care Help of Sulphur
• Castleman Creek Elementary
• DeWanna’s Closet
• Educational and Treatment Council
• Eight Million Stories
• Faith House Acadiana
• Finally Family Homes
• Harbor Hospice
• Literacy Council SWLA
• Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence
•  Texas Gulf Coast & LouisianaMake-A-Wish 
• New Life Counseling
• Share Care USA
• St. Elizabeth Foundation
•   of AcadianaUnited Way
•  SWLA United Way 
 

 Students/Events
Non-traditional students constitute almost half (44%) of the student body. Since 2016, the Family 
Science Program provided internship for 112 interns; for the entire duration of the program 36% 
receive a full-time job offer (or if only the last two years are taken into account, then 50% do); 46% 
apply for graduate school.
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On Saturday, April 24, 2021, the first of its kind 100% student-lead McNeese Family Science 
 took place. It was a 3-hour divided in three 1-hour blocks with two or three Conference

thematically grouped sections with presentations by the current interns on the work they were 
doing in their internship. A panel discussion of interns, including Q&A at the end completed the 
program. A full account of the event is available online here: Family Science Success Virtual Conference
 (https://wakelet.com/wake/BCGLDFDUR8gvHy8nc1f0q)
 
Alumni
Potential for further development of the Family Science Program includes the work with alumni. 
Outgoing graduates (in an anonymous survey) state that they won’t forget “The helpful 
professors,” “how helpful Mrs. White is,” “how high encouragement to keep going, even we are 
tired, can go a long way,” and “I feel like I am very prepared for life and my career after 
participating in the Family Science Program.”

5 Program Mission

The purposes of the Bachelor of Arts degree in sociology are:
Students will broaden their knowledge and increase their understanding of humankind’s 
past and present social endeavors through an academic understanding of various societies, 
cultures, social theories, and social philosophies.
Students will be provided with a solid liberal arts background and program of study leading 
to a Bachelor of Arts degree in sociology which prepares them for careers and graduate-
level study in sociology and related areas. All students will be required to receive instruction 
in statistics, languages, theory, and various human/social sciences.
To offer students the opportunity to obtain a minor in sociology and/or acquaint themselves 
with sociology. The department offers a minor in sociology to all students.
To serve the University, the academic community, and Southwest Louisiana through 
teaching, research, community service and University service. Faculty are encouraged to 
engage in research and publication.

6 Institutional Mission Reference

This degree supports the University’s fundamental mission to offer baccalaureate curricula in 
service to the residents and employers of the SWLA region and beyond. It provides opportunities 
for student internships in local industry and prepares students to become effective in academic 
and professional environments.

7   SOCL 201 Pre-test & Post-testAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: SOCL 201 pre-test & post-test scores.
 
Benchmark: 75% of students will correctly answer three of the five questions on the post-test, and 
there will be a 75% increase in correct answers on the post-test over the pre-test.
 
Prior to 2020-2021, the benchmark was 60% of students will correctly answer three of the five 
questions on the post-test, and there will be a 75% increase in correct answers on the post-test 
over the pre-test.
Prior to 2019-2020, the benchmark was 60% of students will correctly answer three of the five 
questions.

Outcome Links

 Theories of Sociology [Program]
Students will demonstrate a knowledge of theories of sociology.

7.1 Data

Term
# of students completing 

pre-
and post-test

Students meeting 
benchmark

# %

Fall 2017 252 174 69.0%

Spring 2018 202 129 63.8%

Fall 2018 233 160 68.7%

https://wakelet.com/wake/BCGLDFDUR8gvHy8nc1f0q
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Spring 2019 143 82 57.0%
 

Term
# of students 

completing pre-
and post-test

Students meeting 
benchmark

Average scores % change from 
pre- to post-test

# % Pre-test Post-test

Fall 2019 210 132 63.0% 1.56/5 2.7/5 73.0%

Spring 2020 187 128 68.0% 1.66/5 3.16/5 90.0%

Fall 2020 179 111 62.0% 1.77/5 3.16/5 78.0%

Spring 2021 143 109 76.0% 1.8/5 3.24/5 80.0%

7.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2016-2017:
This is a new assessment. Data tracking will begin next year. A scoring rubric will be utilized 
to establish the benchmark for this new assessment in SOCL 201 (pre-test/post-test). 
Strengths and weaknesses will be identified, and strategic decisions will be made as to what 
steps need to be taken to enhance the students’ knowledge of theories of sociology. An 
analysis of the pre-test/post-test scores will be conducted to help us assess where 
improvements can be made in this student learning outcome.
 
2017-2018:
The current benchmark was met during the fall 2017 and spring 2018 semesters. During the 
fall of 2017, 69% of the students met the benchmark. In the spring of 2018, 63.8% of the 
students met this benchmark. In this particular vein, there was a lower percent meeting the 
benchmark in the spring 2018 semester. The plan for continuous improvement includes a 
process which will entail gathering some additional data for the SOCL 201 classes. By moving 
in this direction, it is anticipated that the future benchmark could be elevated to a higher 
percent of students (70%) meeting the benchmark number of answering three out of five 
questions on the pre-test/post-test assessment.
 
2018-2019:
The benchmark was once again met for the fall of 2018. There was a higher percent meeting 
the benchmark for the fall of 2018 than for the spring of 2019. The benchmark was not met for 
the spring of 2019. Initially, this seems to be a setback. However, a closer scrutiny of the data 
indicated that the pretest scores for the spring was exceedingly low. The average score for the 
spring 2019 pretest was only 1.86 out of a possible five. The pretest average for the fall of 
2018 was 2.63. 
 
The spring 2019 students appear to have entered the class with far less knowledge than the 
fall 2018 students. The fall 2018 students increased their post-test scores to an average of 
3.23 (an increase of 27.81%). The spring 2019 students increased their average post-test 
scores to 2.65 (an increase of 42.47%).
 
The current plan for improvement includes continuing to use this assessment. There will also 
be an effort to explore if this difference in pretest from one semester to the next is an anomaly. 
The faculty will continue to strive to improve the students understanding of the material.
 
2019-2020:
During both semesters the current benchmark of 60% of the post test students correctly 
answering three of the five questions was met. The benchmark for improving in proficiency 
from pretest to post test was 75%. This was not met in the fall 2019 since it was only 73%. It 
was greatly surpassed in the spring of 2020 at 90%.  
 
This assessment will continue to be used. The plan for improvement includes raising the 
benchmark for proficiency on the post test of answering three of the five questions correctly to 
75%. The benchmark for improving from the pretest to the post test will remain at 75% since it 
was not met in the fall of 2019.
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2020-2021:
During the Fall 2020 semester, the current benchmark of 75% of the post-test students 
correctly answering three of the five questions was not met. This benchmark was met in the 
spring 2021 semester. The benchmark of improving scores from pretest to post-test was 75% 
improvement. This was met in both semesters.
 
This assessment will continue to be used. Neither the proficiency nor benchmarks will be 
changed for next year. The faculty plans on increasing the resources and tools in the Moodle 
sites for the students.

8   SOCL 211 Pre-test and Post-testAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: SOCL 211 Pre-test and Post-test scores.
 
Benchmark: 80% of students will correctly answer four of the five questions on the post-test, and 
there will be a 30% increase in correct answers on the post-test over the pre-test.
 
Prior to 2020-2021, the benchmark was 60% of students will correctly answer four of the five 
questions on the post-test, and there will be a 30% increase in correct answers on the post-test 
over the pre-test.
Prior to 2019-2020, the benchmark was 60% of students will correctly answer three of the five 
questions.

Outcome Links

 Social Problems [Program]
Students will draw connections between social stratification systems & social problems/life outcomes.

8.1 Data

Term
# of students 

completing pre-
and post-test

Students meeting 
benchmark

Average scores % change from 
pre- to post-test

# % Pre-test Post-test

Fall 2019 39 — — 3.02/5 3.86/5 27.8%

Spring 2020 52 — — 3.77/5 4.27/5 13.3%

Fall 2020 60 59 98.0% 3.91/5 4.42/5 13.0%

Spring 2021  65 57 88.0% 3.07/5 4.14/5 34.8%

8.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2018-2019:
The pre/post test was developed. It was first used as a post test only in spring 2019. There 
were 32 students who took this post test. The average score was 3.86 out of a possible five 
points. This is meaningless. There is no pretest for comparison. It is to be implemented as 
a  pre/post test in fall 2019. This data hopefully, will be useful in improving and/or evaluating 
the SOCL211students' learning experience. The benchmark is that 60% or the students will 
correctly answer three of five questions on the post test.  
 
2019-2020:
The students overwhelmingly were proficient on the post test. The fall was 90% and the spring 
was 98% proficient on the post test. The proficiency met the benchmark both semesters. The 
fall 2019 students increased their post-test scores to an average of 3.86 over the pretest 
scores of 3.02 (an increase of 28%). The spring 2020 students increased their average post-
test scores to 4.27 over the pretest scores of 3.77 (an increase of 13.3%). Neither one of 
these met the benchmark of increasing by at least 30%. The benchmark for proficiency will be 
raised to correctly answering four out of the five questions on the post tests. The benchmark 
of increasing the score by at least 30% from the pretest to the post test will continue to be 
used. The department will work at increasing the number of students who complete this 
evaluation. The rate of participation was low.
 
2020-2021:
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The current proficiency is correctly answering four out of five questions on the post-
tests.  Overwhelmingly, the students were proficient on the post-tests. The fall was 98% and 
the spring was 88% proficient on the post test.  The fall 2020 students increased their post-
test scores to an average of 4.42 over the pretest scores of 3.91 (an increase of 13%). This 
did not meet the benchmark for score improvement. Fall 2020 was difficult for many students 
who survived two major hurricanes. During the spring of 2020, students increased their 
average post-test scores to 4.14 over the pretest scores of 3.07 (exceeding the benchmark of 
30% improvement by improving the score to 34.8%). Proficiency will continue to be correctly 
answering four out of the five questions on the post tests. The benchmark of increasing the 
score by at least 30% from the pretest to the post test will continue to be used. The 
department will work at increasing the number of students who complete this evaluation. The 
rate of participation was low. Also, more tools and learning aids will be added to Moodle.

9   SOCL 211 Final ExamAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: SOCL 211 Final Exam grades for sociology majors.
 
Benchmark: 70% of sociology majors will earn a 70% or more on the comprehensive final exam, 
and the average score of sociology majors on the comprehensive exam will be 70% or higher.
 
Prior to 2020-2021, the benchmark was students will earn an average score of 70%.

Outcome Links

 Social Problems [Program]
Students will draw connections between social stratification systems & social problems/life outcomes.

9.1 Data

2016-2017:
This is a new assessment. Data tracking will begin next year.
 
2017-2018:
According to Greg Clark, 90% of the students made an "A" or "B" on their final exam in SOCL 
211. This has surpassed any reasonable benchmark. The department does not have a 
departmental final for SOCL 211. Collecting data on the grade for the final exam is not an 
accurate measure considering there are different teachers and different finals. Based on this 
information this assessment will be discontinued.
 
2018-2019:
A comprehensive departmental final for SOCL 211 is being developed. The current plan is to 
begin using it during fall 2019. The benchmark is the average grade will be at least 70%. The 
final will be used to explore possible strengths and weaknesses in SOCL 211.
 
2019-2020:
There were 48 students that scored 70% or higher on the final exam. The data gathered found 
that the average grade was 74.38% in the fall of 2019 and 74.6% in the spring of 2020.
 

Term
Students scoring 70% or 

higher Average Score
# %

Fall 2020 7/11 63.6% 70.54%

Spring 2021 13/16 81% 79.6%

9.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2016-2017:
This is a new assessment. Data tracking will begin next year. Based upon an analysis of the 
data collected from the final exam in SOCL 211, strengths and weaknesses will be identified, 
and strategic decisions will be made as to what steps need to be taken to enhance the 
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students’ ability to draw connections between social stratification systems and social problems
/life outcomes. An analysis of the final exam scores will be conducted to help us assess where 
improvements can be made in this student learning outcome.
 
2017-2018:
Data tracking began this 2017-2018 academic year. Based upon the examination of SOCL 
211 class data, approximately 30% of students earn a grade of "A" on their final exam, 60% 
earned a grade of "B", and 10% received a grade of "C" or "D". With the reporting of the 
aforementioned grades, the plan for continuous improvement includes the decision to 
discontinue this assessment.
 
2018-2019:
A comprehensive departmental final will be a new assessment for SOCL211. Currently, a 
department comprehensive final for SOCL211 is being developed. There are some difficulties 
to overcome. One faculty member covers 14 chapters; the other faculty member covers about 
seven chapters. It is anticipated that this final will be used in fall 2019. The anticipated 
benchmark is an average grade of 70%. It is anticipated that this measure will be used to 
improve the SOCL211 classes.
 
2019-2020:
A "comprehensive" departmental final was developed. It was based on the chapters covered 
by the teacher who does not cover 14 chapters. The data collected and analysis was not 
based on the most recent suggestion by the IRE. The department just became aware of the 
recommendations. An obvious improvement for 2020-2021 will be to follow this recent 
suggestion. 
 
2020-2021:
The departmental comprehensive final was used in all SOCL211 classes. It covered only the 
chapters covered by the instructor covering the least number of chapters. This kept students 
from being tested over chapters that were not covered in their class.
 
In the fall of 2020, the benchmark of 70% or more of the sociology majors would answer 70% 
or more of the questions correctly was not met. Only 63.6% of the sociology majors scored 
70% or greater. The average score for sociology majors was 70.54%. This did reach the 
second benchmark that the average score would be 70% or greater.
 
During the spring of 2021, both benchmarks were met. The average score for sociology 
majors was 79.6%. Eighty-one percent of the students were proficient at answering 70% or 
more of the post-test questions correctly. This was a substantial improvement over the 
semester with two hurricanes.
 
The current benchmarks will continue to be used. There will an effort to increase scores by 
providing more learning resources for the students to use in the Moodle classes.
 

10   SOCL 311 Pre-test & Post-testAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: SOCL 311 pre-test & post-test scores for sociology majors.
 
Benchmark: 75% of students will correctly answer three of the five questions on the post-test, and 
there will be a 10% increase in correct answers on the post-test over the pre-test.
 
Prior to 2020-2021, the benchmark was students will earn an average score of 70% on the post-
test.

Outcome Links

 Theories of Sociology [Program]
Students will demonstrate a knowledge of theories of sociology.

10.1 Data
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Term # of students 
completing pre-

and post-test

Average scores % change from pre- to 
post-test

Pre-test Post-test

Spring 2018 72 60.63 69.67 14.9%

Spring 2019 34 59.4 69.4 16.8%

Fall 2019 17 56.6 79.2 39.9%

Spring 2020 7* 57.2 82.5 44.2%
*Nine students completed the post-test, so the post-test average is skewed.
 

Term
# of students 

completing pre-
and post-test

Students meeting 
benchmark

Average scores % change from 
pre- to post-test

# % Pre-test Post-test

Fall 2020 — — — — — —

Spring 2021 13 10/13 77.0% 3.23/5 3.38/5 4.55%

10.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2016-2017:
This is a new assessment. Data tracking will begin next year. A scoring rubric will be utilized 
to establish the benchmark for this new assessment in SOCL 311 (pre-test/post-test). 
Strengths and weaknesses will be identified, and strategic decisions will be made as to what 
steps need to be taken to enhance the students’ knowledge of theories of sociology. An 
analysis of the pre-test/post-test scores will be conducted to help us assess where 
improvements can be made in this student learning outcome.
 
2017-2018:
The current trend is in the desired direction. For instance, an evaluation of the data indicates 
that there was an increase of nine out of a possible 100 points on the post-test. With that 
being said, the plan for continuous improvement includes an additional year of monitoring 
and continued observation. Based upon the results of future assessments, a benchmark for 
this assessment will be established.
 
2018-2019:
Once again there was considerable improvement from the pretest (average 59.4) to the post-
test (average 69.4) for spring 2019. This is an improvement of 16.83%. There was very little 
change from one academic year to the next. The current plan is to redesign the classes with 
more emphases on theory. The benchmark will be an average of 70% on the post-test.
 
2019-2020:
There was obvious improvement from the pretest (average 56.6) to the post-test (average 
79.2) for fall 2019. This is an improvement of 39.9%. There was even more improvement 
(44%) in the spring of 2020. This is a remarkable improvement over prior years. The class 
had been redesigned with more emphases on theory. There is a fairly low rate of students 
participating in the pre and post test. Currently, the plan is to increase the students' 
participation by redesigning the class. The benchmark for next year will be for 70% students 
to increase their scores by 10% or more from the pretest to the post test.
 
2020-2021:
The students exceeded the benchmark for proficiency over 77% of the sociology students 
were proficient on the post-test. There was very limited improvement from pretest to post-
test. It was only 4.55% improvement. If proficiency is met in 2021-2022, the course will be 
dropped from the assessment. There will be sufficient evidence that the program is 
successfully preparing the majors. There are too many courses being assessed in the 
sociology program. Reducing the number of assessed courses will allow the assessment 
team to dedicate more time to assessing the courses that are being assessed. During the 
2021-2022 academic year, the students will be provided with more guidance and study aids.

11   SOCL 320 Writing AssignmentAssessment and Benchmark
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Assessment: SOCL 320 writing assignment grades for sociology majors.
 
Benchmark: 72% of sociology majors will earn at least 32 of the possible 40 points.
Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

QEP ASSESSMENT SOCL 320 Fall 2017 (Carol Campbell) SOCL320 Rubric  

Outcome Links

 Communication [Program]
Graduates formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological communications 
in academic and professional environments.

11.1 Data

Term
Students that scored

at least 32 points

# %

Fall 2017 16/23 69.53%

Spring 2018 — —

Fall 2018 — —

Spring 2019 27/33 81.81%

Fall 2019 — —

Spring 2020 8/23 34.78%

Fall 2020 — —

Spring 2021 29/36 80.0%

11.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2016-2017:
This is a new assessment. Data tracking will begin next year. A scoring rubric will be utilized 
to establish the benchmark for this new assessment in SOCL 320 (writing assignment). 
Strengths and weaknesses will be identified, and strategic decisions will be made as to what 
steps need to be taken to enhance the students’ ability to formulate and to express ideas 
effectively through oral, written, and/or technological communications in academic and 
professional environments.
 
2017-2018:
The benchmark was almost met; there were 69.6% of the students reaching this 
benchmark. Based upon an analysis of reported data, the plan for continuous improvement 
involves monitoring the data for at least another year. This tracking of the data may lead to a 
refinement of this benchmark number and/or the rubric used to assess this assignment.
 
2018-2019:
The benchmark was not only met; it was surpassed by almost 10%. This was the first time 
the benchmark has been met in SOCL320. It appears that the faculty may have improved the 
learning experience for this class. The current assessment and benchmark will be utilized for 
2019-2020. This will be used to evaluate the stability and even continued improvement of the 
students who attend this class in the future.
 
2019-2020:
The benchmark was not met in the spring of 2020. Meeting the benchmark would have 
required a doubling of the students earning 32 points. The average score was 32.17 out of a 
possible 40 points. Covid interrupted the spring 2020 semester. This was a face to face 
class. This could have effected the completion of this assignment, student performance and
/or the class dynamics. The current recommendation is to continue using the same 
benchmark and assessment for 2020-2021. This will allow for exploration and a chance to 
gain insight concerning this wide range of results.
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2020-2021:
The benchmark was that 72% of the students would be proficient by earning at least 32 of 
the possible 40 points on the assignment.The benchmark was met with 80% of the students 
earning 32 or more points on the assignment. One possible improvement will be to improve 
the written instructions for the assessment assignment. Faculty who have been teaching 320 
will asked for suggestions.

12   SOCL 411 Final PaperAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: SOCL 411 final paper grades for sociology majors.
 
Benchmark: 70% of sociology majors will score 75% or higher on the final paper.
 
Prior to 2020-2021, the benchmark was students will earn, on average, 30 of the 40 possible 
points (75%).
Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

How Your Assignments Will Be Graded (2019)(1) SOCL411 Rubric  

Outcome Links

 Theories of Sociology [Program]
Students will demonstrate a knowledge of theories of sociology.

12.1 Data

Term # of students Average Score

Fall 2017 33 29.5

Fall 2018 51 28.3

Spring 2019 35 23.0

Fall 2019 7 31.14

Spring 2020 14 34.64
 

Term
Students scoring 75% or 

higher

# %

Fall 2019 5/7 71.0%

Spring 2020 13/14 93.0%

Fall 2020 6/8 75.0%

Spring 2021 6/6 100%

12.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2016-2017:
This is a new assessment. Data tracking will begin next year. A scoring rubric will be utilized 
to establish the benchmark for this new assessment in SOCL 411 (final paper). Strengths 
and weaknesses will be identified, and strategic decisions will be made as to what steps 
need to be taken to enhance the students’ knowledge of theories of sociology. 
 
2017-2018:
The average score for these students was 29.15 points. Based upon the current benchmark 
being earning 30 of the possible 40 points, this benchmark was almost reached. Based upon 
an analysis of reported data, the plan for continuous improvement involves monitoring the 
data for at least another year. This tracking of the data may lead to a refinement of this 
benchmark number and/or the rubric used to assess this assignment.
 
2018-2019:
The benchmark was almost met in fall 2018 when the average was 28.33 with a benchmark 
of 30. However, the average score was only 23.03 for spring 2019. This does not necessarily 
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mean that the students learned less. These students could have entered the class with less 
background knowledge than the prior semester's students. Additionally, consultation with 
SOCL411 faculty revealed that the final paper had been modified to a higher standard. This 
data will continue to be tracked using the more rigorous standard. Also, the plan is to begin 
using a pre-post test during 2019-2020. This measurement should assist in identifying 
teaching and learning problems that faculty can then take into account by modifying the 
course.
 
2019-2020:
The fall of 2019 was the first time that the benchmark of the average grade being 75% or at 
least 30 points was met. The average score was 31.14. The average score was even higher 
(34.64 points) in the spring of 2020. Currently, there is the likely hood that the assignment 
will be improved by changing to a more current event and including three theories.
 
There is also a plan to develop a pre/post tests for this course for next year. This may 
eventually replace the final paper in this report. 
 
2020-2021:
During both the fall and the spring semester, the benchmark of at least 70% of the students 
being proficient by earning a grade of 75% or higher was met. This benchmark was also met 
in the 2019-2020 academic year. This provides consistent evidence that the program is 
adequately preparing majors. The program evaluators propose that 411 will be dropped from 
the assessment process if the benchmark is met the academic year 2021-2022. This will 
reduce the number of classes being assessed to a more reasonable level.

13   SOCL 413 American Dream AssignmentAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: SOCL 413 American Dream assignment grades for sociology majors.
 
Benchmark: 70% of sociology majors will score 75% or higher on the assignment.
 
Prior to 2020-2021, the benchmark was students will earn, on average, 30 of the 40 possible 
points (75%).
Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

How Your Assignments Will Be Graded (2019)(1) SOCL413 Rubric  

Outcome Links

 Social Problems [Program]
Students will draw connections between social stratification systems & social problems/life outcomes.

13.1 Data

Academic Year # of students Average score

2017-2018 121 33.35

2018-2019 121 37.06

Fall 2019 19 35.47

Spring 2020 17 37.4
 

Term
Students scoring 75% or 

higher

# %

Fall 2019 17/19 89

Spring 2020 16/17 94

Fall 2020 20/24 83

Spring 2021 8/9 89

13.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement
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2016-2017:
This is a new assessment. Data tracking will begin next year. A scoring rubric will be utilized 
to establish the benchmark for this new assessment in SOCL 413 (American Dream 
Assignment). Strengths and weaknesses will be identified, and strategic decisions will be 
made as to what steps need to be taken to enhance the students’ ability to draw connections 
between social stratification systems and social problems/life outcomes.  
 
2017-2018:
The 121 students earned on average 33.35 of the possible 40 points. The benchmark was 
met. Based upon an analysis of reported data, the plan for continuous improvement will 
include the monitoring of the data for at least another year. This tracking of the data may 
lead to a refinement of this benchmark number and/or the rubric used to assess this 
assignment.
 
2018-2019:
The benchmark was met for the second consecutive academic year.  There appears to be 
continued improvement based on the average grades for this assessment.  This indicates 
that course modifications and pedagogy are beneficial to the students. Continued 
improvement is expected as the course is improved and developed. The use of this 
assessment is continuing for the next year.  The benchmark will likely be increased for 2020-
2021 if this pattern continues.  The new benchmark for 2020-2021 may be an average of 33 
points out of 40.
 
2019-2020:
The benchmark has now been successfully met for three consecutive years. The course 
improvements have been useful in maintaining the student performance. The use of this 
assessment will continue next academic year. A new and higher benchmark will be in place 
next year. 
 
2020-2021:
The benchmark was exceeded for the fourth consecutive year. Over 80% of the sociology 
majors were proficient  during the academic year 2020-2021. It appears that this class and 
the classes taken prior to this class has prepared the sociology majors for success. This 
assessment will be continued into the academic year 2021-2022. That will be the last year 
that this course and assessment will be used if the results are similar to the past four years. 
This will allow the program evaluators to use their time more fruitfully.       

14   SOCL 413 Writing AssignmentAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: SOCL 413 writing assignment-comparative social stratification in three countries.
 
Benchmark: 70% of sociology majors will score 75% or higher on the assignment.
 
Prior to 2020-2021, the benchmark was students will earn, on average, 30 of the 40 possible 
points (75%).
Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

How Your Assignments Will Be Graded (2019)(1) SOCL413 Rubric  

Outcome Links

 Communication [Program]
Graduates formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological communications 
in academic and professional environments.

14.1 Data

Academic Year # of students Average Score

2017-2018 121 31.77

2018-2019 74 34.53

Fall 2019 6 39.5
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Spring 2020 17 30.29
 

Term
Students scoring 75% or 

higher

# %

Fall 2019 6/6 100%

Spring 2020 13/17 76%

Fall 2020 15/24 62.5%

Spring 2021 7/9 77%

14.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2016-2017:
This is a new assessment. Data tracking will begin next year. A scoring rubric will be utilized 
to establish the benchmark for this new assessment in SOCL 413 (writing assignment). 
Strengths and weaknesses will be identified, and strategic decisions will be made as to what 
steps need to be taken to enhance the students’ ability to formulate and to express ideas 
effectively through oral, written, and/or technological communications in academic and 
professional environments.  
 
2017-2018:
The students earned an average of 31.77 of the possible 40 points. The current benchmark 
was met. As a result of this finding, our plan for continuous improvement includes the step to 
monitor this assessment item for at least another year. Based upon the 2018-2019 data, a 
new benchmark and/or rubric may be developed. 
 
2018-2019:
The students earned an average of 34.53 out of 40 possible points. The benchmark was 
met. There has been improvement in the average scores from the academic year of 2017-
2018 to 2018-2019. This is for only the second consecutive year. Data will be gathered and 
analyzed for 2019-2020. This will be used to find if there is still continued improvement as 
the course develops. In 2020-2021 the benchmark may be raised to an average of 33 out of 
a possible 40 points.
 
2019-2020:
The students earned an average of 39.5 in the fall of 2019 and 30.29 in the spring of 2020 
out of the 40 possible points. The benchmark was met both semesters. There has been 
improvement in the average scores from the academic year of 2017-2018 to 2018-2019 to 
the fall of 2019. There was a drop in the average score in the spring of 2020. Perhaps covid 
during the spring of 2020 resulted in this drop. Data will be gathered and analyzed for 2020-
2021. This will be used to explore and hopefully find that this drop was not an on going 
change. It is expected that the improved scores will continue during a normal semester.
 
2020-2021:
The benchmark was not met in the fall of 2020. Only 62.5 % of the students were proficient 
in the fall. This drop in performance was likely due to students being stressed by two 
hurricanes during the semester. During the spring of 2021, 77% of the students were 
proficient. The benchmark has been met every semester except for the fall of 2020 for the 
last four academic years. This assessment and benchmark will be used for the academic 
year of 2021-2022. If 70% or more of the students are proficient in 2021-2022, assessing 
SOCL 413 will cease. There is enough evidence that the students are prepared for and 
successful in this course. This will give the program evaluators and faculty more time to 
concentrate on other concerns, such as Gen Ed Redesign and assessment.

15   SOSC 499 Capstone AssignmentAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: SOSC 499 research paper prospectus grades for sociology majors.
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Benchmark: 100% of students will successfully (earn a B or better) develop a prospectus for 
future research as their capstone assignment in SOSC 499.
Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

GRADING RUBRIC FOR SOSC 499  

Outcome Links

 Critical Thinking [Program]
Students develop critical thinking skills.

15.1 Data

Term
Students that earned

a B or higher

# %

Fall 2015 43 98%

Spring 2016 26 98%

Fall 2016 11 100%

Spring 2017 11 100%

Fall 2017 21 95%

Spring 2018 29 97%
 
Traditional Program:

Term
Students that earned

a B or higher Benchmark 
met?

# %

Fall 2016 4 100% Yes

Spring 2017 4 100% Yes

Fall 2017 — — —

Spring 2018 — — —

Fall 2018 1/2 50% No

Spring 2019 4/4 100% Yes

Fall 2019 — — —

Spring 2020 — — —

Fall 2020 2/2 100% Yes

Spring 2021 1/2 50% No
 
Online Program:

Term
Students that earned

a B or higher Benchmark 
met?

# %

Fall 2016 7 100% Yes

Spring 2017 7 100% Yes

Fall 2017 — — —

Spring 2018 — — —

Fall 2018 2/3 67% No

Spring 2019 2/2 100% Yes

Fall 2019 2/2 100% Yes

Spring 2020 5/5 100% Yes
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Fall 2020 1/1 100% Yes

Spring 2021 2/2 100% Yes

15.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2016-2017:
Current benchmark met. Based upon the results of this student learning outcome, we have 
decided to take a step to analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the students’ work on 
this capstone assignment. A rubric will be developed to help us assess where improvements 
can be made in this student learning outcome.
 
2017-2018:
The current benchmark was virtually met. The current plan is to begin using a recently 
developed rubric. It is anticipated that this said rubric will reveal where new student learning 
outcomes can be developed and utilized.  
 
2018-2019:
The benchmark has been consistently met by sociology majors for every semester except 
for the fall of 2018 since the fall of 2016. During the fall of 2018 both traditional students and 
online students experienced a drop in students earning a "B" or higher. Only one (50%) 
traditional student and only two (67%) online students earned a "B" or "A". During the spring 
of 2019, it returned to both groups having 100% earned a"B" or greater. Perhaps this is a 
cohort of students with a weaker background. It is possible that there was some change in 
the class structure or pedagogy. This faculty member has retired. They have not been asked 
to give feedback. The anticipated plan is to continue use of this measure and to analyze the 
future students who will be taught by a different faculty member. The benchmark will remain 
at 100% for 2019-2020.
 
2019-2020:
SOSC 499 is offered every Fall and Spring Semesters. During the present reporting period, 
no students majoring in SOCL took the SOSC 499 class, while seven students majoring in 
SOCO took the capstone course. In analyzing the data from the Fall and Spring SOSC 499 
courses, five of the seven SOCO students scored above 90% on the SOSC 499 
assignment, while the remaining two SOCO students scored 87 and 85. The scores on the 
capstone project are listed below:
 
SOCL students: no SOCL student took SOSC 499
SOCO students: 95, 92 (Fall 2019); 94, 93, 90, 87, 85 (Spring 2020)
 
The data suggest that all of the SOCL students have a good understanding of how to 
critically apply their knowledge in a theoretical way to a research endeavor. The plan for 
continuous improvement will center on refining the SOSC 499 assignment to enhance the 
quality of the assessment.
 
2020-2021:
The SOSC capstone assignment used to assess the QEP outcome of demonstrating 
competency in professional writing involved each SOCL student developing a prospectus for 
future research (please see the attached assignment). Simply put, this assignment allowed 
the student to demonstrate his or her competency with respect to explaining how he or she 
would use a particular research methodological approach to study or to understand a 
societal issue or problem.
 
During the 2020-2021 reporting period, seven SOCL students were enrolled in SOSC 499 (3 
students during the Fall 2020 term--one SOCL, two SOCO; 4 students during the Spring 
2021 semester--two SOCL, two SOCO). The final scores for the capstone project are as 
follows:
 
Fall 2020: 94 (SOCL), 90 (SOCL), 85 (SOCO) (Average score was 89.66)
Spring 2021: 94 (SOCO), 93 (SOCL), 90 (SOCO), 70 (SOCL) (Average score was 86.75)
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After analyzing the data, it is apparent that most students have an excellent command of 
how to analyze and assess a contemporary social problem by utilizing their critical thinking 
skills that they have acquired by taking classes at McNeese. For the student that scored 
poorly on this assignment, I found that the paper that she submitted was very similar to a 
capstone project that was submitted to my SOSC 499 by another student during the Spring 
2020 semester. Finally, some students could have done better by addressing the various 
components found in the required assignment (i.e., methodological approach; sampling 
concerns; data analysis; etc.). Overall, although the current empirical assessment results 
are fine for the SOCL/SOCO students enrolled in SOSC 499, I will continue to make an 
effort to encourage students to seek my guidance if they have any questions about the 
important elements of the required assignment for this SOSC capstone class.
Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

SOSC 499 assignment Spring 2021  

SOSC 499 Rubric Spring 2021  



Xitracs Program Report  Page 19 of 19

End of report
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Navigate Your Future Writing Rubric 
Content 


Indicator Excellent Good Fair  Needs Improvement Not Demonstrated 
Grasp of subject matter 4 3 2 1 0 


Applies key concepts and terminology 
appropriate to discipline 4 3 2 1 0 
Supported with effective and 
appropriate examples, research, or 
evidence 4 3 2 1 0 
Content Subtotal (12)      
Audience/Style 


Indicator Excellent Good Fair  Needs Improvement Not Demonstrated 
Reflects keen awareness of intended 
audience/purpose 4 3 2 1 0 


Format highly appropriate to purpose 
and disciplinary conventions 4 3 2 1 0 
Succinct and easy to understand 4 3 2 1 0 
Audience/Style Subtotal (12)      
Structure/Mechanics 


Indicator Excellent Good Fair Needs Improvement Not Demonstrated 
Applies standard grammar and 
mechanics 4 3 2 1 0 
Develops effective sentence structure 4 3 2 1 0 
Consistently applies organizational 
structure 4 3 2 1 0 
Reflects careful proofreading and 
editing 4 3 2 1 0 
Structure/Mechanics Subtotal (16)      


Total (40)  
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GRADING RUBRIC FOR SOSC 499

		CATEGORY

		4

		3

		2

		1



		Introduction/


Thesis


____



		*exceptional introduction that grabs interest of reader and states topic.


**thesis is exceptionally clear, arguable, well-developed, and a definitive statement.

		*proficient introduction that is interesting and states topic.


**thesis is clear and arguable statement of position.

		*basic introduction that states topic but lacks interest.


**thesis is somewhat clear and arguable.

		*weak or no introduction of topic.


**paper’s purpose is unclear/thesis is weak or missing.



		Quality of Information/


Evidence


____



		*paper is exceptionally researched, extremely detailed, and historically accurate.


**information clearly relates to the thesis.

		*information relates to the main topic.


**paper is well-researched in detail and from a variety of sources.

		*information relates to the main topic, few details and/or examples are given.


**shows a limited variety of sources.

		*information has little or nothing to do with the thesis.


**information has weak or no connection to the thesis.



		Support of Thesis/Analysis


____



		*exceptionally critical, relevant and consistent connections made between evidence and thesis.


**excellent analysis.

		*consistent connections made between evidence and thesis


**good analysis.

		*some connections made between evidence and thesis.


**some analysis.

		*limited or no connections made between evidence and thesis.


**lack of analysis.



		Organization/


Development of Thesis


____



		*exceptionally clear, logical, mature, and thorough development of thesis with excellent transitions between and within paragraphs.

		*clear and logical order that supports thesis with good transitions between and within paragraphs.

		*somewhat clear and logical development with basic transitions between and within paragraphs.

		*lacks development of ideas with weak or no transitions between and within paragraphs.



		Conclusion


____



		*excellent summary of topic with concluding ideas that impact reader.


**introduces no new information.

		*good summary of topic with clear concluding ideas.


**introduces no new information.

		*basic summary of topic with some final concluding ideas.


**introduces no new information.

		*lack of summary of topic.



		Style/Voice


____



		*style and voice are not only appropriate to the given audience and purpose, but also show originality and creativity.


**word choice is specific, purposeful, dynamic and varied.


***sentences are clear, active (subject-verb-object), and to the point.

		*style and voice appropriate to the given audience and purpose.


**word choice is specific and purposeful, and somewhat varied throughout.


***sentences are mostly clear, active (SVO), and to the point.

		*style and voice somewhat appropriate to given audience and purpose.


**word choice is often unspecific, generic, redundant, and clichéd.


***sentences are somewhat unclear; excessive use of passive voice.

		*style and voice inappropriate or do not address given audience, purpose, etc.


**word choice is excessively redundant, clichéd, and unspecific.


***sentences are very unclear.



		Grammar/Usage/


Mechanics


____



		*control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.


**almost entirely free of spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors.

		*may contain few spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors.

		*contains several spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors which detract from the paper’s readability.

		*so many spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors that the paper cannot be understood.





		Citation Format


____



		*conforms to APA rules for formatting and citation of sources are perfect.

		*conforms to APA rules for formatting and citation of sources with minor exceptions.

		*frequent errors in APA format.

		*lack of APA format/numerous errors.



		Works Cited/Bibliography


____



		*entries entirely correct as to APA format.

		*entries mostly correct as to APA format.

		*frequent errors in APA format. 

		*lack of APA format/numerous errors.





GRADING SCALE:


36-32     A


31-29     B


28-25     C


24-22     D


  0-23     F

Additional Comments:


SOSC 499-  CAPSTONE RUBRIC

		Category and Criteria for Full Credit

		Comments

		Percent

		Score



		Overall Impression of Written Report



Summary appropriately covered all aspects of the paper, including the motivation for the project, and work completed.



		

		25

		



		Problem Identification, Data Collection, and Problem Analysis



The project identified appropriate data, the proposed collection method and identified solutions on the proposed analysis of the data.



· Appropriate background information to allow the reader to understand the motivations for the project included.

· All important major and  minor objectives are identified and appropriately prioritized based on the general description of the proposed research.

· All relevant information is identified and information sources are valid.

· Recommended solutions are based on stated criteria, analysis, and constraints.



		

		25

		



		

Information Synthesis



The report included a synthesis of items that indicated an ability by the student to foster innovative and critical thinking.



· Solutions were not proposed based on a gut feeling or other methods not supported through the synthesis of information.

· Implications of the research were integrated within the confines of the final capstone project.

		

		

25

		



		

Grammar, Readability, Format, and Flow



Report is well organized and clearly written.  The underlying logic is clearly articulated and easy to follow.  Words are chosen that precisely express the intended meaning and support reader comprehension.  Diagrams or analyses enhance and clarify the presentation of ideas.  Sentences are grammatical and free from spelling miscues.



· Punctuation, capitalization, and spelling are correct.  

· The paper is cohesive.  There is a logical, compelling progression of ideas in the paper.

· The paper is complete.  In other words, it is the appropriate length and effectively covers the topic.

· No errors in APA style.  

· Citations are appropriately utilized to provide credit for the work of others that is incorporated in the paper.











		

		

25

		



		

		Total
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Collection, and Problem Analysis
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to allow the 
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prioritized based on the 



general description of the 



proposed research.
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project
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Category and Criteria for Full 


Credit 


Comments Percent Score 


Overall Impression of Written 


Report 


 


Summary appropriately covered all 


aspects of the paper, including the 


motivation for the project, and work 


completed. 


 


 25  


Problem Identification, Data 


Collection, and Problem Analysis 


 


The project identified appropriate data, 


the proposed collection method and 


identified solutions on the proposed 


analysis of the data. 


 


 Appropriate background 


information to allow the 


reader to understand the 


motivations for the project 


included. 


 All important major and  


minor objectives are 
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general description of the 


proposed research. 


 All relevant information is 


identified and information 


sources are valid. 


 Recommended solutions are 


based on stated criteria, 
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 25  


 


Information Synthesis 


 


The report included a synthesis of items 


that indicated an ability by the student 


to foster innovative and critical 


thinking. 


 


 Solutions were not proposed 


based on a gut feeling or 


other methods not supported 


through the synthesis of 


information. 


 Implications of the research 


were integrated within the 


confines of the final capstone 


project. 


  


25 


 



SOSC 499-Y 

Spring 2021 Assignment



A. Student Learning Objectives



1. The student will learn and demonstrate knowledge of how to select and formulate a suitable research topic relevant to their major.

2. The student will demonstrate an appropriate methodology to pursue research on a topic relevant to their major.

3. The student will demonstrate that they know how to conduct research using secondary data and analyze the data for findings. (or hypothetically generate primary data).

4. The student will prepare a suitable written presentation of findings.



THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT: READ CAREFULLY

***I DO NOT WANT YOU TO ACTUALLY GO OUT AND COLLECT DATA BY GIVING OUT QUESTIONNAIRES OR SUCH THAT ACTUALLY REQUIRE LIVE HUMANS TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL INFORMATION:  ALL OF THIS WOULD HAVE TO GO THROUGH THE UNIVERSITY IRB COMMITTEE FOR APPROVAL AND I DO NOT WANT YOU SATURATING THE COMMUNITY WITH QUESTIONNAIRES AND SUCH. YOU GATHERING OF DATA IS STRICTLY HYPOTETHICAL: YOU ARE GOING TO SHOW ME THAT YOU KNOW HOW TO GENERATE DATA, NOT ACTUALLY DO IT.



Since this is an online or TBA course, the student will keep the instructor of the course informed about their progress (via email or in person) and ask for any guidance or assistance needed. Most of you come by my office for help anyway and I encourage that: you do not need an appointment, just come see me when I am in my office.



B. Class Discussion and Seminar subjects



I. Background of the scientific method and application

II. Selection of a topic/subject for research

III. Selection of a methodology for the research

IV. Gathering data: how to do/where to find it/and more

V. Analysis of data: 

VI. Review of relevant literature (www.mamma.com) is a superior source of information.

VII. Be sure and properly cite your references  (use whichever format is most comfortable for you

VIII. Findings and conclusions _ what did you find or expect to find??

IX. Presentation of the study . . . conclusion of the paper



NOW READ THIS VERY CAREFULLY:

HERE IS WHAT I WANT YOU TO DO!!



1. Define your topic clearly so all other reviewers will know exactly what you are studying and what the “problem or focus” of the study is.

2. Define the variables you will be using and measuring: define them exactly so all other reviewers will know exactly what you mean when you label a variable and then use it in your study.

3. Review the relevant literature and cite it appropriately: this is called a “review of literature”.

4. Explain exactly how your will gather your date (even though this will be hypothetical data”:

5.  If you plan on using a questionnaire design one and show the variables and questions you intend to use. (remember you are not actually going and administer this questionnaire)

6. Include a copy of the questionnaire.

7. If you are going to use secondary data show copies of this/these resources and cite their references.

8. If you are really creative and use another method to gather data describe in detail how you will gather this data and define the level of the data (i.e. nominal, ordinal, etc.)

9. Explain which statistical methods (or software) you will use to analyze your gathered or acquired data.

10. Present a hypothetical or expected outcome of your data analysis.



I would expect that you can do all this in about 15 pages or less of clear text, graphs, and so forth.
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