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Xitracs Program Report  Page 2 of 7

Program Name: Political Science [POLS]

Reporting Cycle: Jun 1, 2020 to May 31, 2021

1 Is this program offered via Distance Learning?

100% Traditional or less than 50% Distance/Traditional

2 Is this program offered at an off-site location?

No

2.1 If yes to previous, provide addresses for each location where 50% or more of program 
credits may be earned.

3 Example of Program Improvement

2016-2017:
Met with IRE to improve master plans. Developed new benchmarks and assessments.
 
2017-2018:
Increased writing requirements for students enrolled in POLS courses, based on writing 
expectations within the political science profession.
 
2018-2019:
No changes were made to master plan assessments. No discussions occurred regarding 
assessment metrics or measurements. The program did include the hire of another full-time 
faculty position.
 
2019-2020:
During the 2019-2020, we hired a new POLS tenure-track faculty member, Dr. Diane 
Verrill.  However, after the Spring 2020 semester, Ms. Jessica Markstrom was not retained as an 
Instructor of Political Science.  With the above-noted changes in the POLS faculty within the 
Department of SOSC, it is anticipated that the assessments found within the POLS program plan 
will be revised by Dr. Verrill during the 2020-2021 reporting period.  Finally, under the guidance 
and training of Dr. Angelica Ogea, Dr. Verrill is currently taking part in revising the POLS 201 class 
for the General Education curriculum at McNeese.
 
2020-2021:
During 2020-2021, POLS 201 was included in the General Education curriculum redesign. Based 
on the redesigned schedule, the training is completed during the summer of 2021, the course will 
be redesigned during the fall 2021, a pilot course will be taught during the spring 2022, and the 
fully redesigned course with increased student enrollment is planned for the fall 2022. The new 
redesigned course will include a major civic engagement component that has been missing from 
previously taught POLS 201 courses. 

4 Program Highlights from the Reporting Year

2016-2017:
Students continue to meet benchmarks.
 
2017-2018:
The program had 16 graduates in the reporting period, evenly divided between the fall and spring 
semesters.
See attached file for program and faculty highlights.
 
2018-2019:
The program had 6 graduates within the 2018-2019 term. Dr. Rathnam Indurthy published "India-
Pakistan Wars and the Kashmir Crisis" in February 2019 with Routledge India Publishers. Dr. 
Henry Sirgo served as the program chair and Vice President for the Louisiana Political Science 
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Association and also traveled with two students to the University of Louisiana System Summit. 
Jessica Markstrom created a pre-law concentration and made alterations to the general 
concentration in Political Science.
 
2019-2020:
During the 2019-2020 reporting period, Dr. Michael Buckles appointed Dr. Diane Verrill as the 
Associate Dean of Internships and Research for the College of Liberal Arts.  In addition, two 
POLS students (Alexys Peron and Alexandra Williams) were chosen for internships in 
Washington, DC by Senator Bill Cassidy. 
 
2020-2021:
During the spring 2021 semester, one POLS student (Ryan Gardebled) is studying abroad in 
Lithuania. Alexys Peron graduated and is now attending Loyola University Law School in New 
Orleans. Two students are graduating in the spring 2021 and will be attending graduate school in 
the fall. Kerven Adajanov will be attending Hamad bin Khalifa University in Doha, Qatar for his M.
A. degree in Political Science. Matthew Harding will be attending the University of Missouri for his 
MPA degree. During the summer of 2021, Dr. Diane Verrill has two conference presentations. In 
July, she will be presenting "Food Incubators: A Survey of the Industry" with her co-authors at the 
Community Development Society Conference. In August, she will be presenting "Generating 
Social Enterprise in Local Food Systems: A Survey of Food Incubator" with her co-authors at the 
International Society for Quality of Life Studies.  
 
Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

POLS(BA) 2017-18 Achievements  

5 Program Mission

The purposes of the Bachelor of Arts degree in political science are:
Students will broaden their knowledge of political science through a program of liberal arts 
study as well as specialized study in political sciences.
Students will be introduced to political theories, comparative politics, political history, and 
other important aspects of government and its historical development.
To offer students opportunities to minor in political science and/or better acquaint 
themselves with political sciences.
All political science majors will receive instruction in statistics, the scientific method, 
languages, and philosophy to enhance their political science studies.
To prepare interested political science majors for the study of law or graduate level study in 
political sciences.
To serve the University, the academic community, and Southwest Louisiana through 
teaching, research, community service and University service. Faculty is encouraged to be 
engaged in research and publication.

6 Institutional Mission Reference

This degree supports the University’s fundamental mission to offer baccalaureate curricula in 
service to the residents and employers of the SWLA region and beyond. It provides opportunities 
for student internships in local industry and prepares students to become effective in academic 
and professional environments.

7   POLS 201 Pre-Test/Post-Test  [Not Approved]Assessment and Benchmark

Assessment: Pre-test/post-test in POLS 201.
 
Benchmark: 84% of students will score 80% or higher on the post-test.

Outcome Links

 American Political System [Program]
Students will describe and analyze American political system.

 International Politics [Program]
Students will analyze the international political environment.

 Writing [Program]
Students will demonstrate effective written communication skills.
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7.1   [Approved]Data

Fall 2020:

Section
# of students 

completing pre-
and post-test

Students meeting 
benchmark

Average scores % change from 
pre- to post-test

# % Pre-test Post-test

7WA 30 25 83.3% 5.5/10 8.4/10 52.7%

7WB 32 27 84.4% 5.63/10 7.69/10 36.6%
 
Spring 2021:

Section
# of students 

completing pre-
and post-test

Students meeting 
benchmark

Average scores % change from 
pre- to post-test

# % Pre-test Post-test

7WA 21 19 90.5% 5.86/10 8.14/10 38.9%

7WB 22 18 81.8% 5.82/10 7.86/10 35.1%

7.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2020-2021:
The results show that no changes are required at this time given that there was an 
approximate 50% improvement between the pretest and the posttest. The posttest is also 
aligned with the courses' actual grades. That being said, this was a new assessment and all 
four courses were held online. That will not be the case moving forward; therefore, it is 
anticipated that areas for course improvement will be identified once the new redesigned gen 
ed course is taught in a traditional in-person format.

8   SOSC 499 Capstone AssignmentAssessment and Benchmark

Assessment: SOSC 499 prospectus grades for political science majors.
 
Benchmark: 90% of students will successfully (earn a B or better) develop a prospectus for 
future research as their capstone assignment in SOSC 499.
Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

SOSC499 Grades 2017-18  

SOSC499 Syllabus  

Outcome Links

 American Political System [Program]
Students will describe and analyze American political system.

 Critical Thinking [Program]
Students will demonstrate critical thinking.

 International Politics [Program]
Students will analyze the international political environment.

 Writing [Program]
Students will demonstrate effective written communication skills.

8.1 Data

Term
Students earning

B or higher Benchmark 
met?

# %

Spring 2014 — 75% No

Fall 2014 — 100% Yes

Spring 2015 — 100% Yes

Fall 2015 — 100% Yes

Spring 2016 — 100% Yes
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Fall 2016 — 100% Yes

Spring 2017 14/15 93.3% Yes

Fall 2017 21/21 100% Yes

Spring 2018 29/30 97% Yes

Summer 2018 7/7 100% Yes

Fall 2018* — — —

Spring 2019 4/4 100% Yes

Fall 2019 3/3 100% Yes

Spring 2020 2/2 100% Yes

Fall 2020* — — —

Spring 2021 5/5 100% Yes
*No Political Science majors were enrolled in SOSC 499 for the Fall 2018 or Fall 2020 semesters.

8.1.1 Analysis of Data and Plan for Continuous Improvement

2016-2017:
Benchmark exceeded. Continue maintaining high level of achievement. Continue providing 
appropriate assistance, mentorship, and resources for students in SOSC 499.
 
2017-2018:
Between 97% and 100% of the students earned a grade of B or better on the assessment. 
Benchmark exceeded.
 
2018-2019:
While the benchmark was met and exceeded this year, as well as years past, room for 
improvement exists regarding how the benchmark is assessed.
 
Political Science seeks to improve its benchmark by requesting a meeting with the Political 
Science faculty and IRE members. Evaluation of benchmarks and how they are assessed 
need discussion and potential revision. While the SOSC 499 paper is an instrument to 
determine student's reasoning and writing skills, the letter grade itself does not demonstrate 
in a specific, measurable manner of how those skills presented themselves. Another 
benchmark that determines these skills should replace the letter grade benchmark.
 
2019-2020:
SOSC 499 is offered every Fall and Spring Semester. During the present reporting period, 
five students that are majoring in POLS took the SOSC 499 class. In analyzing the data from 
the Fall and Spring SOSC 499 courses, all five POLS students scored above 90% on the 
SOSC 499 assignment. The scores are as follows:
 
Fall 2019: 94, 93, 90
Spring 2020: 94, 92
 
The data suggest that the POLS students have a good understanding of how to critically 
apply their knowledge in a theoretical way to a research endeavor. The plan for continuous 
improvement will center on refining the SOSC 499 assignment to enhance the quality of the 
assessment.
 
2020-2021:
The SOSC capstone assignment used to assess the QEP outcome of demonstrating 
competency in professional writing involved each POLS student developing a prospectus for 
future research (please see the attached assignment). Simply put, this assignment allowed 
the student to demonstrate his or her knowledge with respect to explaining how he or she 
would use a particular research methodological approach to study or to understand a societal 
issue or problem. During the 2020-2021 reporting period, five POLS students were enrolled in 
SOSC 499 (all during the Spring 2021 semester). The final scores for the capstone project 
are as follows:
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Spring 2021: 95, 94, 94, 92, 90
 
After analyzing the data, it is evident that the POLS students have an excellent command of 
how to analyze and assess a contemporary social or political issue by utilizing their critical 
thinking skills that they have acquired by taking classes at McNeese. Indeed, their average 
scores are higher than students from other disciplines (CJUS, CJSO, SOCL, SOCO) that took 
the same class during the 2020-2021 reporting period. Finally, a plan for continuous 
improvement will include a refinement of the assignment because the POLS students have 
consistently met the benchmark that has been set for this particular assessment.
Files:  See list of attachments to view. (Requires Adobe Reader or compatible viewer).

SOSC 499 assignment  

SOSC 499 Rubric  
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End of report
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The achievements of the Political Science (BA) program during the 2017-2018 academic year were profound, particularly striking since the program functioned with only a total of two tenured faculty members plus one visiting lecturer who had a background in teaching the ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) and GENERAL EDUCATION (GE) courses of Political Science (POLS) 201 “American Government” and POLS 240 “Introduction to Comparative Politics”. The achievements of the BA program which have been consistently generated for more than four decades, and the centrality of political science courses to McNeese State University which dates back to its opening in 1939, are profound. Eight students earned the BA in political science during the fall semester of 2017, and eight students earned the BA in political science during the spring semester of 2018.

These achievements were highlighted at the 2017 McNeese State University homecoming and throughout the 2017-2018 academic year.  The McNeese State University Alumni Association recognized Paul Rainwater (BA) in political science (1985) as a distinguished alumnus. When Paul Rainwater earned his BA, McNeese had four tenure/tenure-track slot positions in political science. Henderson State University, with an enrollment of 5,000 students, currently has four tenure/tenure track political science slots.   

Paul Rainwater has rendered service as a Calcasieu Parish Police Juror, legislative director for U.S. Senator Mary Landrieu, and Commissioner of Administration during the administration of Governor Bobby Jindal. Mr. Rainwater played a major role in orchestrating the response of Calcasieu Parish to Hurricane Rita in 2005. During the same homecoming ceremony, McNeese State University recognized Keifer Ackley as Mr. McNeese. Keifer Ackley, a member of the Chi Psi Chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha----The National Political Science Honor Society and the Pre-Law & Politics Society. Mr. Ackley earned his BA in political science in May of 2018 and is currently studying at the Paul Hebert Law Center of Louisiana State University. Keifer Ackley recently contributed to the treasury of the Pre-Law & Politics Society. 

Dr. William G. McCall, Professor of Political Science, preceded Dr. Sirgo as advisor to the Pre-Law & Politics Society and handed him a vibrant organization. Dr. Henry B. Sirgo, Professor of Political Science and Political Science Program Coordinator, is a charter member (1977) of the Southwest Association of Pre-Law Advisors and has participated in Pre-Law & Politics Society meetings since the fall semester of 1976. Assistant District Attorney Gene Thibodeaux, now Chief Judge of the Third Circuit Court of Appeals, was the first Pre-Law & Politics Society speaker Dr. Sirgo observed in 1976. McNeese political science BA graduate and LSU law graduate Torrie Thibodeaux recently joined the Third Circuit Court of Appeal. 

Torrie Thibodeaux, the same as 2018 political science BA holder Joseph R. Dronet, has the distinction of representing McNeese State University at the University of Louisiana System Academic Summit and being awarded a full fellowship to the Paul Hebert Law Center of Louisiana State University. Torrie Thibodeaux also co-authored an article in Southern Studies with Dr. Thomas R. Laehn (Ph.D., LSU). Laehn himself subsequently earned a fellowship to the University of Iowa Law School, and is currently serving as Assistant County Prosecutor of Greene County. Henry B. Sirgo assisted with data collection at the Louisiana State Archives.  One or more McNeese BA political science majors have always represented McNeese State University at the University of Louisiana System Academic Summit. 

2017-2018 President of the Pre-Law & Politics Society Joseph R. Dronet, who is also one of many political science majors to have gone through the McNeese Honors College, and Rachel M. Zachary, President of the Chi Psi Chapter and recognized as Miss McNeese during the spring semester of 2018, were able to secure funding from Pi Sigma Alpha---The National Political Science Honor Society for an essay contest titled “The Importance of Freedom of Speech”. David Spicer of Sulphur High School won the prize. Mr. Spicer has earned Advanced Placement credit in “American Government” at Sulphur High School and will take a course titled “Comparative Politics and Government”, for Advanced Placement Credit at Sulphur High School. The Political Science (BA) program is the only Advanced Placement major offered by the Department of Social Sciences, and the only Advanced Placement major offered among Social/Behavioral Science majors at McNeese State University. AP students prefer attending institutions of higher learning which offer AP majors. Back when McNeese had four tenure/tenure track political science faculty members, it was able to offer three AP courses. It currently offers the aforementioned two AP courses.  

Political scientists Sirgo and Thomas R. Laehn have served as McLeod Endowed Professor at McNeese State University. Political science students, including Joseph R. Dronet, have served as McLeod Endowed Scholars. Joseph R. Dronet deposited his paper and oral histories on the Lake Charles League of Women Voters in the Southwest Louisiana Legislative Archives during the fall semester of 2017. Dr. Sirgo recently dined with Paul Hart Miller, the prime mover before the McLeod Lecture Series, and Hal Bass, former president of the Southwestern Social Science Association (SSSA), in Boston. Dr. Sirgo previously rendered service as chair of the SSSA Resolutions Committee. The SSSA will celebrate its centennial in 2019.   

Pi Sigma Alpha, which will celebrate its centennial in 2020, chartered Chi Psi Chapter on 15 February 2000. The LSU chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha inducted Lether E. Frazar, who would go on to serve as McNeese’s first president and as lieutenant governor of Louisiana, as a charter member in January of 1933. Dominic Beggan, the first president of Chi Psi Chapter, orchestrated a two part essay contest aimed at junior high school students and senior high school students which was funded by Pi Sigma Alpha---The National Political Science Honor Society. Dominic Beggan (Ph.D., University of New Orleans) participated in a Fulbright-Hays program in Poland during the summer of 2018. McNeese State University political science majors in 2018 secured scholarships including the Knapp Scholarship and the Police Jury Association of Louisiana Scholarship. Collier T. Litel, under the mentorship of Dr. Henry B. Sirgo, Professor of Political Science, participated in the 2018 University of Louisiana System Academic Summit. His paper and presentation was titled “LGBT Rights in the United States”. On 17 March 2018, Mr. Litel presented a paper on President Putin, which he had initially developed in Dr. Rathnam Indurthy’s “Russian Politics” class, to the annual meeting of the Louisiana Political Science Association which was held at Louisiana College in Pineville. Dr. Sirgo drove Mr. Litel to the meeting, and the LPSA elected Sirgo to the position of president and 2019 program chair.  

Mr. Litel is currently serving in the position of president of the Chi Psi Chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha. Dr. Sirgo, the only individual to ever serve as the chapter’s advisor, represented it by participating in the Pi Sigma Alpha Biennial Business Meeting which was held on 31 August 2018. President Burckel in his 2017 address to the McNeese faculty stressed the importance of student organizations. Chi Psi Chapter and the Pre-Law & Politics Society are the only two student organizations which are recognized by Associate Dean of Students Kedrick Nicholas. Chi Psi Chapter is one of the few McNeese State University honor societies recognized by Associate Dean of Students Kedrick Nicholas. 

Dr. Sirgo continued during the 2017-2018 academic year to judge the Saint Margaret Catholic School Social Studies Fair and the Calcasieu Parish Social Studies Fair. Students participate in the latter before advancing to the Louisiana Social Studies Fair. Political science and sociology are the only two social science disciplines which are offered as majors at McNeese State University. McNeese State University abolished its economics major more than twenty years ago, and has never provided majors in anthropology or geography. 

Executive Vice President Richard H. Reid of the McNeese Foundation thanked Dr. Sirgo for his contribution of $110.00 to the LIBERAL ARTS – DEAN – GENERAL fund in a letter dated 19 June 2018. This contribution has procured for the Department of Social Sciences American Political Science Association (APSA) membership which avails McNeese State University of excellent faculty recruitment opportunities and opportunities to enhance teaching effectiveness.  The American Political Science Association’s conference programs have recognized Dr. Henry B. Sirgo as an American Political Science Association Life Member. 
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Syllabus

SOSC 499 Senior Research Seminar


Instructor:  Billy Turner 


                     Kaufman #107

                     bturner@mcneese.edu

                     337    475-5167


SOSC 499 Senior Research Seminar is a newly designed course intended to serve as a “Capstone” experience for graduating seniors in the Social Sciences. This course is restricted to Criminal Justice, Government and Sociology majors only . . . This is a required course for all Social Science seniors.


Student Learning Objectives:


1. The student will learn and demonstrate knowledge of how to select and formulate a suitable research topic relevant to their major.


2. The student will demonstrate  an appropriate methodology to pursue research on a topic relevant to their major.


3. The student will demonstrate that  they know how to conduct research using secondary data and analyze the data for findings. (or hypothetically generate primary data).

4. The student will prepare a suitable written presentation of findings.


THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT: READ CAREFULLY


          ***I DO NOT WANT YOU TO ACTUALLY GO OUT AND COLLECT DATA BY GIVING OUT QUESTIONNAIRES OR SUCH WHICH ACTUALLY REQUIRE LIVE HUMANS TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL INFORMATION:  ALL OF THIS WOULD HAVE TO GO THROUGH THE UNIVERSITY IRB COMMITTEE FOR APPROVAL AND I DO NOT WANT YOU SATURATING THE COMMUNITY WITH QUESTIONNAIRES AND SUCH. YOU GATHERING OF DATA IS STRICTLY HYPOTETHICAL: YOU ARE GOING TO SHOW ME THAT YOU KNOW HOW TO GENERATE DATA, NOT ACTUALLY DO IT.


IF THIS IS AN ONLINE OR TBA COURSE: 

The student will keep the instructor of the course informed about their progress (via email or in person) and ask for any guidance or assistance needed. Most of you come by my office for help anyway and I encourage that: you do not need an appointment, just come see me when I am in my office.

The Purpose of SOSC 499 Senior Research Seminar is to provide (and require!) the student graduating with a degree in Government, Criminal Justice or Sociology an opportunity to demonstrate a college level grasp of the skills and knowledge expected of a college student possessing a Bachelor’s degree in the Social Sciences. This course serves as an opportunity for the student to incorporate or mesh materials learned in other social science courses and demonstrate a grasp of materials and skills learned in other seminal social science courses. 

Class Discussion Topics and Seminar subjects


I. Background of the scientific method and application


II. Selection of a topic/subject for research


III. Selection of a methodology for the research


IV. Gathering data: how to do/where to find it/and more


V. Analysis of data: 

VI. Review of relevant literature (www.mamma.com) is a superior source of information.


VII. Be sure and properly cite your references  (use whichever format is most comfortable for you

VIII. Findings and conclusions _ what did you find or expect to find??

IX. Presentation of the study . . . conclusion of the paper

NOW READ THIS VERY CAREFULLY:

HERE IS WHAT I WANT YOU TO DO!!


1. Define your topic clearly so all other reviewers will know exactly what you are studying and what the “problem or focus” of the study is.


2. Define the variables you will be using and measuring: define them exactly so all other reviewers will know exactly what you mean when you label a variable and then use it in your study.


3. Review the relevant literature and cite it appropriately: this is called a “review of literature”.


4. Explain exactly how your will gather your date (even though this will be hypothetical data”:


5.  If you plan on using a questionnaire design one and show the variables and questions you intend to use. (remember you are not actually going and administer this questionnaire)

6. Include a copy of the questionnaire.


7. If you are going to use secondary data show copies of this/these resources and cite their references.


8. If you are really creative and use another method to gather data describe in detail how you will gather this data and define the level of the data (i.e. nominal, ordinal, etc.)


9. Explain which statistical methods (or software) you will use to analyze your gathered or acquired data.


10. Present a hypothetical or expected outcome of your data analysis.


I would expect that you can do all this in about 15 pages or less of clear text, graphs, and so forth:


HERE IS WHAT I DO NOT WANT: 


1. I do not want a page and a half telling me you will study some problem or topic which none of the above requirements included.


2. I do not want a sad piece of work which demonstrates that you have learned little if anything about your academic discipline prior to graduation.


3. I do not want you to inform me that you have no idea how to do any of the above requirements: if so, you should not be receiving a degree in your chosen academic discipline!!


LAST, BUT NOT LEAST: this does not count as part of your 15 pages or less of required research work.

1. Please attach a decent quality resume to your work suitable for presenting to a prospective employer.


2. You are also encouraged to write and attach a brief description of your McNeese experience: did your advisors help you along the way, how were you treated in your Department and so forth: how may we be more helpful to students in the future.

SOSC 499 has been designated as a QEP Writing Intensive course.


Diversity Statement: Students should visit the MSU web page at:


http://www.mcneese.edu/administration/vpsse/swd/  for information about policy and procedures regarding students with disabilities and www.mcneese.edu/policy/diversity.php for information about diversity awareness and sexual harassment policies and procedures.


Disability Statement: Any student with a disability is encouraged to contact the office of Services for Students with Disabilities in Drew Hall, Room 200,  (337)  475-5916.  It is each student’s responsibility to register with Services for Students with Disabilities when requesting a reasonable accommodation. Alternate testing cannot be arranged by your instructor, nor can the instructor approve an alternate testing site.


Academic Integrity Statement:  Please visit the MSU web page at  http://www.mcneese.edu/integrity  for McNeese State’s official policy regarding cheating, plagiarism, and other issues pertaining to academic honesty and integrity. It is expected that students will abide by these policies.



T

SOSC 499-  CAPSTONE RUBRIC

		Category and Criteria for Full Credit

		Comments

		Percent

		Score



		Overall Impression of Written Report



Summary appropriately covered all aspects of the paper, including the motivation for the project, and work completed.



		

		25

		



		Problem Identification, Data Collection, and Problem Analysis



The project identified appropriate data, the proposed collection method and identified solutions on the proposed analysis of the data.



· Appropriate background information to allow the reader to understand the motivations for the project included.

· All important major and  minor objectives are identified and appropriately prioritized based on the general description of the proposed research.

· All relevant information is identified and information sources are valid.

· Recommended solutions are based on stated criteria, analysis, and constraints.



		

		25

		



		

Information Synthesis



The report included a synthesis of items that indicated an ability by the student to foster innovative and critical thinking.



· Solutions were not proposed based on a gut feeling or other methods not supported through the synthesis of information.

· Implications of the research were integrated within the confines of the final capstone project.

		

		

25

		



		

Grammar, Readability, Format, and Flow



Report is well organized and clearly written.  The underlying logic is clearly articulated and easy to follow.  Words are chosen that precisely express the intended meaning and support reader comprehension.  Diagrams or analyses enhance and clarify the presentation of ideas.  Sentences are grammatical and free from spelling miscues.



· Punctuation, capitalization, and spelling are correct.  

· The paper is cohesive.  There is a logical, compelling progression of ideas in the paper.

· The paper is complete.  In other words, it is the appropriate length and effectively covers the topic.

· No errors in APA style.  

· Citations are appropriately utilized to provide credit for the work of others that is incorporated in the paper.











		

		

25

		



		

		Total

		

		








SOSC 499-Y 

Fall Assignment



A. Student Learning Objectives



1. The student will learn and demonstrate knowledge of how to select and formulate a suitable research topic relevant to their major.

2. The student will demonstrate an appropriate methodology to pursue research on a topic relevant to their major.

3. The student will demonstrate that they know how to conduct research using secondary data and analyze the data for findings. (or hypothetically generate primary data).

4. The student will prepare a suitable written presentation of findings.



THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT: READ CAREFULLY

***I DO NOT WANT YOU TO ACTUALLY GO OUT AND COLLECT DATA BY GIVING OUT QUESTIONNAIRES OR SUCH THAT ACTUALLY REQUIRE LIVE HUMANS TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL INFORMATION:  ALL OF THIS WOULD HAVE TO GO THROUGH THE UNIVERSITY IRB COMMITTEE FOR APPROVAL AND I DO NOT WANT YOU SATURATING THE COMMUNITY WITH QUESTIONNAIRES AND SUCH. YOU GATHERING OF DATA IS STRICTLY HYPOTETHICAL: YOU ARE GOING TO SHOW ME THAT YOU KNOW HOW TO GENERATE DATA, NOT ACTUALLY DO IT.



Since this is an online or TBA course, the student will keep the instructor of the course informed about their progress (via email or in person) and ask for any guidance or assistance needed. Most of you come by my office for help anyway and I encourage that: you do not need an appointment, just come see me when I am in my office.



B. Class Discussion and Seminar subjects



I. Background of the scientific method and application

II. Selection of a topic/subject for research

III. Selection of a methodology for the research

IV. Gathering data: how to do/where to find it/and more

V. Analysis of data: 

VI. Review of relevant literature (www.mamma.com) is a superior source of information.

VII. Be sure and properly cite your references  (use whichever format is most comfortable for you

VIII. Findings and conclusions _ what did you find or expect to find??

IX. Presentation of the study . . . conclusion of the paper



NOW READ THIS VERY CAREFULLY:

HERE IS WHAT I WANT YOU TO DO!!



1. Define your topic clearly so all other reviewers will know exactly what you are studying and what the “problem or focus” of the study is.

2. Define the variables you will be using and measuring: define them exactly so all other reviewers will know exactly what you mean when you label a variable and then use it in your study.

3. Review the relevant literature and cite it appropriately: this is called a “review of literature”.

4. Explain exactly how your will gather your date (even though this will be hypothetical data”:

5.  If you plan on using a questionnaire design one and show the variables and questions you intend to use. (remember you are not actually going and administer this questionnaire)

6. Include a copy of the questionnaire.

7. If you are going to use secondary data show copies of this/these resources and cite their references.

8. If you are really creative and use another method to gather data describe in detail how you will gather this data and define the level of the data (i.e. nominal, ordinal, etc.)

9. Explain which statistical methods (or software) you will use to analyze your gathered or acquired data.

10. Present a hypothetical or expected outcome of your data analysis.



I would expect that you can do all this in about 15 pages or less of clear text, graphs, and so forth.





