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GUIDELINES FOR CLINICAL EXPERIENCE
The following guidelines delineate the role of an athletic training student. As a student in the McNeese Athletic Training Program, you are expected to conduct yourself in accordance with these guidelines during any clinical experience.
I. DEFINITIONS
A. Direct Supervision (Clinical Education Experience) - Direct Supervision is defined as the constant visual and auditory interaction between the Athletic Training Student and preceptor when an Athletic Training Student is delivering Athletic Training services.

B. Supervision (Field Experience)

1. Supervision is defined as a clinical experience that involves daily personal/verbal at the setting between the Athletic Training Student and the preceptor or other supervising allied health care professional.

2. The Preceptor or other allied healthcare professional will plan, direct, and advise the Athletic Training Student’s clinical experience.

3. Athletic Training Students must be directly supervised by a preceptor during the delivery of Athletic Training services. 

4. The preceptor must be physically present and have the ability to intervene on behalf of the Athletic Training Student and the patient.

5. The McNeese State University Athletic Training Program does not support students acting as unsupervised first responders.

II. ATHLETIC TRAINING STUDENT CREDENTIAL REQUIREMENTS

First Aid and CPR - A athletic training student must maintain current certification in First Aid and CPR for the Professional Rescuer, by the American Red Cross or other association.

OSHA Blood borne Pathogens Training - A student must maintain a current training in blood borne pathogens training. Blood borne pathogens training will be implemented on an annual bases during the Fall Mandatory In-service Meeting. All clinical education athletic training students will be instructed and tested on blood borne pathogens. Evidence of completion for blood borne pathogens training will be kept in the clinical education athletic training student’s file.

III. SUPERVISED EXPERIENCES
A. Acceptable Services - An Athletic Training Student acting under the supervision of a preceptor or other allied health care professional may:

1. Provide all Athletic Training Services that have been presented within a previous or concurrent academic course and/or successfully evaluated in “Competencies in Athletic Training” for proficiency

2. Write progress notes recording actions of care

3. Application of all first-aid skills for the treatment of acute injuries including;

a. RICE

b. Blister/wound care

c. Wrapping

d. Use of elastic wraps to prevent injury and control swelling

4. Application of all CPR related skills

5. Provide assistance to the athlete with the application of a stretching program.

6. Application of a brace already being used

7. Application of splints for stabilization of an acute injury or for the protection of an existing injury provided that the splint has been previously applied to the athlete for the same injury

8. Conduct a history evaluation to determine the need for referral

9. Conduct a brief injury assessment to determine the need for splinting, bracing, or crutch use for safe referral

10. Application of ice per protocols

B. Unacceptable Services

1. An Athletic Training Student may not provide any service that is not identified in section III.A of the guidelines for clinical experience without prior written/verbal instruction, consent, and/or guidance by the supervising preceptor or other allied healthcare professional.  This includes, but is not limited to the following:

a. Initiate, change, or progress a rehabilitation plan

b. Conduct a full, new evaluation of an injury

2. Students who are not officially enrolled in the Athletic Training Program are not permitted to perform any Athletic Training Services as stated in section II.C of the guidelines for clinical experience.
IV.CLINICAL HOURS
A. Required Hours - Athletic Training Students must complete a total of 1020 clinical experience hours for completion of the program. Specific guidelines for obtaining clinical hours are included in the clinical course syllabi.

B. Verification of Hours

1. Clinical hour log sheets must be kept at the clinical rotation site, preferably in a binder, until hours are due to be turned in.

2. Clinical hours must be initialed/signed on a daily basis or as determined by your assigned preceptor. 

V.ROLE OF THE PRECEPTOR  
A. The Preceptor will:

1. Appropriately split time between multiple sports or settings assigned to the athletic training student in accordance with the objectives of the clinical course the athletic training student is currently enrolled.

2. Provide direct supervision of each athletic training student in the context of direct patient care and which is consistent with McNeese Athletic Training Program Policies and Procedures. 

3. Assure that all students are officially enrolled in the Athletic Training Program and participating or have completed formal professional course work prior to permitting said student to perform Athletic Training Services on a patient. 

__________________________



_____/_____/________
Athletic Training Student




Date

__________________________



_____/_____/________
Preceptor or Program Director



Date
