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Mission: The mission of the Master of Arts Degree in Psychology is to prepare graduates to work in a variety of behavioral science, and related fields; and to be able to 
successfully pursue a doctoral degree in psychology if the graduate has that as an educational goal.   The MA in Psychology focuses on: 
 
*Critical thinking:  Comprehension, analysis, and evaluation of the emprical literature in psychology. 
*Communication:  Effective speaking, listening, and writing skills for psychology. 
*Cultural awareness:  Awareness of the influence of culture in both practice and research settings in psychology. 
*Ethical responsibility: Awareness of the ethical principles that guide the activities of psychologists. 
 
Institutional Mission Reference: The foundation of student success begins with faculty commitment to excellence in teaching, research, and creative scholarly activity.  Skills 
acquired by our students include the ability to communicate effectively both in written and oral form.  They also acquire empirically-based knowledge of the discipline, the ability 
to think critically and interpret the literature in psychology.  The learning environment integrates the discipline-specific knowledge with the values of life-long learning, ethical 
responsibility, and civic engagement. 
 
 
Assessment Methods Utilized:          Data Repository Location:    
____  Standardized Exam (nationally normed)        __________________________________________________ 
____  Standardized Exam (state-normed)         __________________________________________________ 
____  Major Field Examination          __________________________________________________ 
____  Internally-developed Examination         __________________________________________________ 
____  Student Opinion Survey (SOS)         __________________________________________________ 
____  National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE)       __________________________________________________ 
____  Employer Survey           __________________________________________________ 
____  Graduate Survey           __________________________________________________ 
____  Alumni Survey           __________________________________________________ 
____  Exit Survey/Interview/Exam         __________________________________________________ 
____  Program-specific Survey          __________________________________________________ 
X  Scoring of Essay           Departmental Office Files 
____  Portfolio Evaluation          __________________________________________________  
____  Capstone Project           __________________________________________________ 
X  Presentation           Departmental Office Files 
X  Research Paper           Departmental Office Files 
____  Research Project           __________________________________________________ 
____  Course Summary           __________________________________________________ 
____  Excel Spreadsheet          __________________________________________________ 
____  Access Database           __________________________________________________ 



____  Other - Please describe: ____________________________________       __________________________________________________ 



 
 
 
Student Learning Outcome 1:  Graduates apply critical thinking in academic and professional environments. 
 
 
 

Expected Level of Achievement 
 
60% of Psychology MA Graduates will score 80% or 
better on the written research project in Psychology 621. 
 
 
60% of Psychology MA Graduates will receive a 
satisfactory rating on a critical article review drawn from 
internet-based sources in Psychology 571. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Actual Data From Assessment 
 
100% (3/3) MA Graduates in Psychology scored above 
80% on the written research project in Psychology 621. 
 
 
100% of MA Graduates in Psychology received a 
satisfactory rating on the critical article reviews in 
Psychology 571. 

Actions/Decisions 
 

This represents a new Student Learning Outcome for the 
program.  Beginning with the 2007-2008 academic year 
written critical thinking assignments will be integrated 
into the coursework in Psychology 617 and 622. 

 



 
 
Student Learning Outcome 2:  Graduates formulate and express ideas effectively through oral, written, and/or technological communications in academic and professional 
environments. 
 
 
 

Expected Level of Achievement 
 
 
60% of MA Graduates in the Counseling Psychology 
Concentration will pass the counseling video with a 
satisfactory rating. 
 
 
 
 
 
60% of MA Graduates will score 70% or better on 
written exams in Psychology 603. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Actual Data From Assessment 
 
 
100% (3/3) of MA Graduates in the Counseling 
Psychology Concentration received satisfactory ratings 
on the counseling video. 
 
 
 
 
 
100% (3/3) of MA graduates scored above 70% on the 
written exams in Psychology 603. 

Actions/Decisions 
 

 
This represents a new Student Learning Outcome for the 
program.  Beginning with the 2007-2008 academic year 
oral assignments will be integrated into key core 
coursework so that all MA Graduates can be evaluated. 

 



 
 
Student Learning Outcome 3:  Graduates analyze the global community to make sound judgments in academic and professional environments. 
 
 
 

Expected Level of Achievement 
 
 
60 % of Psychology MA Graduates will score 80% or 
better on the final exam in Psychology 626. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Actual Data From Assessment 
 
 
00% (3/3) of MA Graduates in Psychology scored above 
80% on the final exam in Psychology 626. 

Actions/Decisions 
 

 
This represents a new Student Learning Outcome for the 
program.  Beginning with the 2007-2008 academic year 
an additional writing assignment will be added to 
Psychology 626 and other key core-coursework.   

 



 
 
Student Learning Outcome 4: Graduates use ethical principles to guide decisions in professional contexts. 
 
 
 

Expected Level of Achievement 
 
60 % of Psychology MA Graduates will score 80% or 
better on the final exam in Psychology 685. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Actual Data From Assessment 
 
100% (3/3) of MA Graduates in Psychology scored 
above 80% on the final exam in Psychology 685. 

Actions/Decisions 
 

Beginning with the 2007-2008 academic year ethical 
principles considered in the context of concentration 
specific activities will be added to the coursework in 
psychology 447 and 655.    

 
 


